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OCTOBER 2019

IT'S TIME TO RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 

You can renew your WCA
Membership now for 2020...

Invite a friend to join WCA and
they will enjoy three free
months of membership! 

Click here to renew or join!

WCA CALENDAR

Pulse Articles, News, Calls for
Art: 
Deadline November 15

Passage:
WCA Colorado Exhibition
Entry Deadline October 11, 2019

Collectively Shifting: 
WCA National Exhibition 
Entry Deadline October 15, 2019

Intersectional History: 
Young Women's Caucus

PRESIDENT'S LETTER
I’m pleased to announce the 2020
President’s Award for Art and Activism will
honor sculptor Rose B. Simpson (see her
profile below). This annual award is
presented at the Lifetime Achievement
Awards ceremony at our conference in
February. It recognizes an artist in her
early or mid-career whose work embodies
WCA’s mission to create community
through art, education, and social
activism.

Another piece of happy news: Karin Luner
is back at her post as Director of
Operations for WCA. We are delighted
(and not a little relieved) to welcome her
back. Karin’s brief departure sparked
some soul-searching, inspiring us to work
together to strengthen WCA in the next
five years.

The strength of the WCA lies in our
members, and this month we kick off our
annual membership drive. Why not invite
a friend to join your lively network of
creative women?

Margo Hobbs, PhD
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WCA National Exhibition 
Entry Deadline November 1, 2019

2020 WCA Conference:
Chicago: February 13-15, 2020 

 

WCA WEBSITE NEWS
The Membership Portal is now up
and running! 

Thank you in advance for your
patience while we continue to work
on the site in the coming months. 

Check out the new site
at  nationalwca.org!

WCA President
president@nationalwca.org

IN THIS ISSUE

• Time to Renew Your WCA Membership
• WCA News & Opportunities: Annual Conference News, Three Calls for Art,  President's
Award for Art and Activism Announcement, Beijing+25, LGBTQIA+ Caucus Call for
Members, LTA Corner and more!
• Share Your News: Pulse Newsletter submission information

OPPORTUNITIES

WCA COLORADO CHAPTER: Call for Artwork
Deadline to enter: October 11, 2019

https://nationalwca.org/
mailto:president@nationalwca.org


Title: PASSAGE
Juror: Gwen Chanzit
November 13- December 21, 2019
Niza Knoll Gallery

Call for artwork relating to the concept of Passage,
moving through something on the way from one place to
another. Interpretations may be literal, as in a portal, or
journey. Or metaphorical, as in emotional change, rites of
passage, personal growth and transition. Passage also
relates to a passage in a piece of music, a passage in a
book, or a passage in time. 

JUROR: Gwen Chanzit is Curator Emerita of Modern Art
and the Herbert Bayer Collection and Archive at the
Denver Art Museum, and is Professor of the Practice
and Director of Museum Studies in Art History at the
University of Denver.

VENUE/LOCATION:Niza Knoll Gallery, celebrating it’s
tenth year, specializing in intriguing conceptual exhibits. The gallery is located in Denver's
Historic Arts District on Santa Fe, hosting first and third Friday events, monthly salons,
private concerts and guest speakers.

CLICK HERE TO ENTER
DOWNLOAD PROSPECTUS 

COLLECTIVELY SHIFTING

WCA National Exhibition Call for Art
Deadline to enter: October 15, 2019
Juror: Cecilia Vargas
January 17- February 16, 2020
Reception: Friday, February 14, 2020  from 6:30-8:30
PM
Bridgeport Art Center, Chicago, IL

Individuals do not have a singular identity, especially
when we consider who we are and how we are. Rather
we have numerous ways that we identify ourselves
including race, class, gender, sexuality, age, and (dis)ability. 

We are seeking artistic works that address intersectionality; that is the ways that our
identities overlap in multiple areas of discrimination, and the way that these intersecting
relationships can shift depending on the context of time and location. Artists are
encouraged to interpret the theme broadly considering multiplicity within intersectionality.
Artwork can be in any approach and form, including the historic precedents set by
Chicago's political activists and socially-engaged artwork. 

Click here to enter via Entrythingy
DOWNLOAD PROSPECTUS 

https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=6822
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5cdd0627914fba680f8c56181/files/7b00fa55-3b78-479b-b620-8c9215294cab/Passage_Colorado_text.pages
http://www.entrythingy.com/www.nationalwca.org
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5cdd0627914fba680f8c56181/files/91427ba7-90f3-454e-9bae-4e71615d9a45/Collectively_Shifting_Full_prospectus.pdf


INTERSECTIONAL HISTORY

Young Women's Caucus
WCA National Exhibition Call for Art
Deadline to enter: November 1, 2019
February 10 to February 23, 2020
Reception: Friday, February 14, 2020 from 5-7 PM
Woman Made Gallery, Chicago, IL

Juror: Donna M. Meeks, nationally known artist and
Art Department Chair at Lamar University.

Themes relating to historical oppression through a lens
of intersectionality will be explored at Woman Made
Gallery in Chicago. We are looking for works that
analyze intersectional identity through the historical

exploration of an individual of your choice.  The WCA Intersectional History exhibition will
explore the ideas surrounding the experience of intersectionality in your work and ask how
identity has changed or remained.   As ideas are brought into the zeitgeist they then
acknowledge and normalize the complexity of human culture and attributed qualities
relating to our heritage, gender, etc.  

Intersectional History is asking creators to challenge dominant narratives of history through
multi-generational, visual story-telling. How do people grow in their lifetime to find
intersectionality and a multi-faceted nature in individuals along with the whole of society?

Entries accepted October 15 - November 1, 2019 via Entrythingy  

BEIJING+25 

http://www.entrythingy.com/www.nationalwca.org


BEIJING+25 
Maureen Burns Bowie, Director of WCA's UN
Program, is creating an online publication
entitled "Beijing Journal". It will commemorate
the 25th anniversary of UN Women's 1995
Conference in Beijing. WCA had a huge
presence, with 100 people in attendance.  Any
WCA artist who participated in the conference is
encouraged to apply to be a part of the journal. 
The size and format of the contribution is up to
each artist.  Photos, personal diary entries,
reports of events, evaluation of women's issues
then and now, links to archives are suggestions. 

For more information on application
procedure, contact Maureen Burns Bowie
LINK
 

WCA NEWS 

2020 President’s Award for Art and Activism:
Rose B. Simpson

mailto:wca.un.mbb@)gmail.com?subject=Beijing%20%2B25


Rose B. Simpson (b. 1983, Santa Clara
Pueblo, NM) is a mixed-media artist,
whose work addresses the emotional
and existential impacts of living in the
21st century, an apocalyptic time for
many analogue cultures. Her figures are
often powerful matriarchs or elusively
androgynous empaths who channel the
spirits of high art, hiphop, lowrider
attitudes, and long-lost ancestors of all
kinds. Simpson comes from a tribe
famous for the ceramics its women have
produced since the 6th century CE. An
apprentice to her mother Roxanne
Swentzell, an acclaimed native artist,
Simpson grew up expressing herself in
three dimensions. After a BFA in Studio
Arts from the Institute of American Indian
Arts (IAIA), Simpson earned an MFA at
the Rhode Island School of Design,
where she was inspired by
contemporary art and international
artists such as Lee Bontecou, Alberto
Giacometti and Marina Abramovic.
Simpson’s sculptures are in the collections of the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, Denver Art
Museum, Princeton University Art Museum, Heard Museum (Phoenix AZ), Pomona
College Museum of Art (Pomona CA), Peabody Essex Museum (Salem MA) and the Clay
Center for the Arts and Sciences (Charleston, WV). She is currently enjoying a solo show
at The Wheelwright Museum in Santa Fe, NM. Jessica Silverman Gallery’s solo exhibition
of Simpson’s work opens October 29, 2019. 
(Bio provided by Jessica Silverman Gallery)

2020 WCA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Theme: Intersectionality
Columbia College, Chicago, IL 
February 13-15, 2020

Intersectionality, short for intersectional feminism, takes
account of the many facets of identity besides gender
(race, ethnicity, sexuality, class, religion, etc.) that
comprise an individual, and shape their experience of
discrimination and privilege. It is critical that feminism
embrace intersectional identity so that all women’s
voices may be heard.
 

Make plans to join us and book your hotel room at The Hotel Essex today for the
WCA Conference. Registration for the conference and ticket package information will be
coming soon so stay tuned!

Conference sessions will include Chapters’ Council and Caucus meetings, workshops and
panels, and networking opportunities. From the convenient location of the conference hotel



and Columbia College on Michigan Ave, you can explore world-class museums and
galleries, enjoy exceptional drinks and dining, and take in world-class architecture and
music. 

CLICK HERE for a sneak peak at the programming that we will be offering! 
 

Conference Hotel Information: 
The Hotel Essex

The base discount rate for The Hotel
Essex is $149 for single or double room.
Rooms must be booked by January 10.
2020.   

The Hotel Essex reservations line is
877.736.4311
Members can call and mention the group
name "Women's Caucus for Art" to
retrieve the same rates.

The direct booking link for the group is
here:
http://bookings.ihotelier.com/bookings.jsp?groupID=2542816&hotelID=107941 

 

Image credit: View of Grant Park from inside the Art Institute of Chicago, Wikimedia
Commons, Gorup de Besanez

WCA Conference Spotlight: Elvia Rodriguez-Ochoa
Last spring as the WCA Board began to
think about the 2020 Conference in
Chicago, President-elect Julia Marsh
proposed inviting a well-connected
Chicago artist to help develop our plans.
Elvia Rodriguez-Ochoa has been
working with Julia and President Margo
Hobbs to come up with exciting
programming: we vetted more than a
dozen workshop proposals and selected
a dynamic juror for the National
Exhibition, Cecilia Vargas. Elvia is a life-
long resident of Chicago whose
initiatives with the city’s diverse
neighborhoods span aesthetic, political, and environmental issues. She earned her MA
from the Interdisciplinary Program at Columbia College Chicago, and has more than 30
years of experience working with nonprofit community groups.
(Photo from Advocates for Urban Agriculture website)

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5cdd0627914fba680f8c56181/files/7378c47f-01a1-4447-bc12-f8ee47153643/2020_WCA_Conference_Programs_9_1_19.pdf
https://www.hotelessexchicago.com/
http://bookings.ihotelier.com/bookings.jsp?groupID=2542816&hotelID=107941
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gorupdebesanez


LGBTQIA+ CAUCUS: Call
for Interested Members
The LGBTQIA+ committee of the National Women’s
Caucus for Art seeks to promote the rights and visibility
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer,
Questioning, Intersex, and Asexual individuals, and their
allies through education, workshops, programming, and
advocacy throughout the national organization. Its aim is
to increase the strength of its LGBTQIA +  members
through events, open forums, workshops and
exhibitions. Through these and other avenues, we hope
to create a welcoming and Safer Space for Queer
members of the National Women’s Caucus for Art. 

The overall goal is to eventually form a LGBTQIA+ Caucus. In order to do that, we need 50
active members to join the committee. If you are interested in joining the LGBTQIA+
Committee or you are an Ally and you’d like to find out ways that you can help the
organization,  email the LGBTQIA+ Committee Chair, Emily M. Getsay,
at getsay.emily@gmail.com

 

LTA CORNER

Judy Chicago, WCA Lifetime Achievement Awardee, 1999
When the Lifetime Achievement Awards are given out each year at the WCA
Conference, we have the chance to meet the great artists of our time.  

WCA Lifetime Achievement Awards recipient (1999) Judy
Chicago will be featured in two important exhibitions this year.
Judy Chicago: Los Angeles, at Jeffrey Deitch (September 7–
November 2, 2019) addresses her early work. The National
Museum on Women in the Arts presents Judy Chicago — The
End: A Meditation on Death and Extinction (September 19,
2019–January 20, 2020). In addition, The Judy Chicago
Collaboration shares Judy Chicago archives between Penn
State University, The National Museum of Women in the Arts, and the
Schlesinger Library at Harvard.

SHARE YOUR NEWS!

PULSE NEWSLETTER:
SUBMIT YOUR CHAPTER NEWS, CALLS FOR ART, ARTICLES...
Send your WCA chapter success stories, news, calls for art, special opportunities in
100 words or less and a juicy photo jpg at 72 dpi (include photo credits and descriptions) to
PULSE editor, Margaret Parker by the 15th of each month. If your story is longer, send a
short intro and a PDF of the full article we can link to. We are always seeking interesting

mailto:getsay.emily@gmail.com
http://deitch.com/los-angeles/exhibitions/judy-chicago-los-angeles
https://nmwa.org/exhibitions/judy-chicago-the-end
https://nmwa.org/exhibitions/judy-chicago-the-end
https://judychicagocollaboration.org/


stories for future issues. We invite all member to pitch ideas.

You can also send out your national WCA Calls for Art through the PULSE.  Get artists
from around the country entering your shows!

Looking forward to hearing from you!

Margaret Parker, WCA E-Newsletter Editor 
mparkerst@gmail.com

GET CONNECTED, STAY CONNECTED
The mission of the Women’s Caucus for Art is to create community through art,

education, and social activism
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