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President's Message
—Marilyn Hayes

Tinvite you to join me in celebrating the beginning of the 36th year
of the Women’s Caucus for Art (WCA). We honor the legacy of
our founders by continuing to create opportunities and recognition
for women in the arts. I look forward to an exciting and productive
year. This year we will continue to focus on strengthening our
internal community and expanding our reach by building bridges
and partnering with other groups.

This newsletter includes highlights and experiences from our 2008
events and Lifetime Achievement Awards in Dallas. I hope the
experiences will encourage you all to attend the WCA conference
in Los Angeles, next year from February 27 to March 1, 2009. I
would like to thank all of the board members and chapter members who worked together
to make the Dallas events, Lifetime Achievement Awards ceremony and board meeting
possible. I also wish to thank the members of our new Dallas Chapter and their President,
Karmien Bowman, for taking on the enormous task of the conference and for all of their
hard work, dedication, and support.

I also want to express my gratitude to Jennifer Colby, Past President, for her committed
leadership and hard work for the last two years. She focused on outreach, national board
development, strategic planning, and fundraising. She also worked tirelessly with the
Dallas chapter on the 2008 conference and the Lifetime Achievement Awards, chaired an
informative panel and inspired the Katrina Diaries exhibit tour.

Thanks also to Anne Swartz, Honors Awards Chair, for her work on the Lifetime
Achievement Awards, and to Karin Luner, National Administrator, for her work on the
conference events, exhibitions, and the Lifetime Achievement Awards in addition to her
regular responsibilities. I would also like to acknowledge all of our chapters. Listening
to the chapter reports at the Chapters’ Council meeting, I realized the impact that our
chapters have on women in the arts and others in their communities, the nation and the
world. I honor them for their commitment and dedication to WCA’s mission, the visual
arts, and their communities.

I also want to thank all of the National Board Directors who completed their terms in
February for their service: Kathy Halamka, Dena Muller, Kira Carillo Corser, Maria Elena
Buszek, Patricia Rodriguez, Laura Morrison, Alison Altergott, Ann Rowles, Eleanor
Dickinson, and Judith Roth. I welcome our new President-Elect, Janice Nesser, and the
National Board Directors who began their terms in February. They are: Fay Grajower,
Second VP, Diana Talbot, Northeast Region VP, Brenda Oelbaum, Midwest Region VD,
Holly Dodge, Advisor, and Joanne Adams, Dale Osterle, Marsha Heck, and Laurie Carlock,
all Chapters’ Council Directors.

My commitment is to leave WCA a strong, vibrant organization at the end of my presidency.
I ask all of you to join me in effort to create the foundation for the future.
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Conference Experience

2008 WCA CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE

—by Laurie Carlock, Chapters” Council Director National Board,
San Diego Chapter Board Member

This year’s WCA conference, held in Texas from February
20-25, 2008, featured a full schedule of events: the Lifetime
Achievement Awards, National Board Meeting, Chapters’
Council and Regional meetings, museums, gallery visits
and the JWAN Exhibit—all in partnership with the CAA
(College Art Association) event held at the same hotel.

I attended the conference events from Friday through
Sunday and was fortunate to stay with my sister, who lives
only 40 miles away. We went to many museums in Fort
Worth and Dallas. The conference was well-attended and it
seemed that many of WCA’s 30 chapters had representatives
there. As you can imagine, with this many Artrageous,
creative, accomplished and beautiful women putting their
ideas together and sharing their accomplishments and
successes, it was a charged event not to be missed. The cost
for attending the conference always seems to be a bargain,
because I can spread the news to my chapter members.

On Friday and Saturday morning the Chapters’ Council
mectings began at 7:30 a.m. After the chapter representatives
shared their stories, there was time to get to know many
women from chapters across the country. I was voted onto
the National Board as a Chapters’ Council Representative
for the next three years and will attend and vote at the
two National Board meetings held ecach year after the
national conference in February and in July. Any member
is encouraged to join me! What a great way to visit other
cities, visit local art and museums and make contacts around

the country. Each chapter reported what it had been doing
and any problems. There are numerous opportunities to
participate in chapters’ exhibits all over the country. After
reading each chapter’s report, many are doing just that.
Many chapters are choosing international issues, diversity,
working with refugees and women of color, the environment
and feminism as their topics. Some chapters are joining with
as many as eight others to organize a traveling exhibition.
The Katrina Diaries exhibition was one of those. Some
chapters are closely associated with an institution, usually a
college, and have exhibitions, meetings and speaker events
at one or many local colleges. Regarding chapters’ concerns,
it seems we’re not alone; most chapters feel communication
with members and cultivating leadership are their greatest
challenges. They also expressed concerns about grant
writing and free exhibition space.

The highlight of the three days was the annual Lifetime
Achievement Awards. You have probably read the bios of the
six women receiving Lifetime Achievement Awards this year
in the Artlines National newsletter. It was a most inspiring
and moving event. I had to pinch myself to believe that I was
sitting with such bold, confident and accomplished women.
Each awardee’s presenter put together a video clip of the life
and work of the awardee. After the award presentations we
all mingled and congratulated and met the awardees.

Also on the conference schedule were bus tours to museums,
WCA exhibits in local museums and colleges, panel
discussions, roundtables and a book signing of the BLAZE
written by Karen Frostig and Kathy Halamka of the Boston
chapter (a four-year undertaking); the book is a discourse
on art, women and feminism. JWAN, the Jewish Women
Artist’s Network, a special group with WCA, presented a
national juried exhibition at the Women’s Museum in Dallas
and produced a catalogue. In Fort Worth we visited The
Firehouse Gallery owned by Lori Thomson. The Katrina
Diaries work was exhibited there. At the Dallas Museum
there was a special showing of Leonora Carrington’s art.

Summer Board Meeting: July 25-27, 2008

| hope you will join us at the summer board meeting,
July 25—27, 2008, in Washington, D.C. Enjoy all that
Washington DC area has to offer—many museums and
galleries and easy transportation to them. All WCA
members are welcome to attend all national board
meetings. We are planning to view an interesting art
event on Friday afternoon. Friday night we’ll have a
potluck with the DC chapter. After the board meeting
on Saturday we will gather at a restaurant for dinner.
Attending the national board meeting provides an
opportunity to meet and network with other WCA
members and find out how WCA works at the national
level. Attendees can stay with WCA/DC chapter members
or at a local hotel. The meeting will be close to a metro
stop.
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CALL FOR PARTICIPATION

Nearly everything we do is accomplished by WCA’s
members. We, the members, are WCA! We are the
national board, the chapter leadership, exhibition
committees, event organizers, fundraisers and more at
the national and chapter level. Participating in organizing
WCA activities can provide openings for personal growth,
broadening skills in an existing interest area or in a new
area and developing leadership skills. Participation in
committees can also open doors for new friendships,
networking opportunities and fun. | encourage you to
jump in and participate today.



2008 WCA CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE

—by Diana Talbot, Vice President, Northeast Region

The WCA Conference was held in Dallas. I can honestly say
that it was one of the most wonderful experiences of my life.
I am the new Regional VP of the Northeast, and an artist/
activist from the New Hampshire Chapter. That weekend in
Dallas made me realize that I am not alone in my mission
to create great feminist art and art that changes our world
for the better. Now I know I am not alone in my love for
the environment or caring about the status of women, or for
wanting to create a more peaceful world. In meeting these
incredible, inspiring and supportive women from WCA, I
feel as if I have come home.

I really believe that a small, committed group of women
can change the world-and that is exactly what we are
doing. Patricia Otani, in particular, inspired me with her
Eco-postcard show, “Sustaining Our Environment,” with
eco-postcards made from recycled materials. Artists sent
postcards from all over the globe, which were then exhibited
at the Southside-on-Lamar Gallery in Dallas and sold for
$15 each to benefit women and children through the
U.N. Also at the gallery, “Texas Women Artists” exhibited
their work, which included fabulous bronze figures and
vibrant, abstract paintings. The WCA National Juried
Exhibition at the Arlington Museum was also on the tour,
but unfortunately was unexpectedly not open. I must say
that Karmien Bowman, President of the Dallas-Fort Worth
chapter, did a kick-ass job organizing the entire weekend.

On both days board meetings were held in the morning,
and bus tours in the afternoon. (That was great planning,
because we didn’t have to think much after lunch). One great
moment, for me, was seeing the Women’s History Museum.
Now I have never in my life been to a women’s history
museum, EVER! Of course, I think it should be called The
Herstory Museum, but that is another story. It still made me
cry, because we, as women, really ARE changing the world
for the better. When I see these changes manifest themselves
in things like women’s history museums, then that means
things really are different from when I grew up, and that
is a good thing! There is a statue in front of the museum
called “Victory” that looks just like a goddess, and it is a very
impressive sight as you enter the building. A Digital Quilt
has also been installed in the lobby incorporating quotes by
famous women.

At the museum, WCA-JWAN hosted a National Juried
Exhibit, “In the beginning,” which was truly inspiring. I met
a number of artists who exhibited their work in the show, such
as Margaret Parker, who had woven 40 cotton t-shirts together
to make a 6-by-8-foot womb-like thing that hung from the
ceiling. There was Vered Shomron, whose work explores her
own identity as a Jewish woman whose grandmother perished
in the concentration camps in Nazi Germany. An incredible
conglomeration of creativity all in one space.

On Sunday we climbed back on the bus and went to
the Firechouse Gallery in Fort Worth. The owner, Lori
Thomson, was very enthusiastic about her show, “The
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Diana Talbot visits The Women’ s Museum.
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Katrina Diaries,” and she talked to us at length, as well as
hosted a lunch for us with sandwiches and refreshments. We
all networked, had some laughs and ate a delicious lunch!
Then we went to the Ice House Gallery in Dallas, where
we saw a wonderful ceramics exhibit entitled, “Straight Clay
from Texas Women”. We then had fun learning to make
marbled paper at the Dallas Craft Guild.

The Lifetime Achievement Awards dinner and ceremony
was another highlight of the trip (there were so many!). At
the dinner, I got lucky and was seated at the same table as
Janice Nesser, Judith Brodsky and Ferris Olin. Judith and
Ferris now run the Feminist Art Project, and as you all know,
Janice is the new President-Elect. Judy Chicago is one of my
heroes. Meeting her friends I swear I had died and gone to
heaven. The award ceremony was also amazing. There were
very few dry eyes in the house after Ida Applebroog received
her award. She was so very moved and honored by all of i,
as were each of the six award recipients. It made me feel
proud to be a part of WCA.

2008 Lifetime Achievement Awardees. L-to-R: Yolanda Lépez, Joanna

Frueh, Nancy Grossman, Ida Applebroog, and Leslie King-Hammond.
Photo by Sonia Sherrod.
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Lifetime Achievement Aards

2008 WCA LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

The annual Lifetime Achievement Awards celebrate the lives
of accomplished women in the visual arts. It is the focal
point of the aspect of our mission to expand recognition of
women in the visual arts. As such it is our most significant
national event—the highlight of the year.

It is there that we honor our awardees and are honored to
be in their presence. WCA’s 2008 Lifetime Achievement
Awards were held at the Westin City Center in Dallas, TX
on February 23, 2008, in conjunction with the Women’s
Caucus for Art and College Art Association’s 2008 Annual
Conferences. For 29 vyears, the WCA’s annual Lifetime
Achievement Awards have honored outstanding women
for their significant contributions to the visual arts. Over
the years, we have recognized honorees’ achievements in a
broad range of visual arts professions. 2008 awardees were
Ida Applebroog, Joanna Frueh, Nancy Grossman, Leslie
King-Hammond, Yolanda Loépez, and Lowery Stokes Sims.

In 1983, the WCA President’s Awards were established
to recognize mid-career women for their outstanding
contributions to the women’s movement and the wider
arts community. The 2008 President’s awardees were
Tey Marianna Nunn, Santa Contreras Barraza, and Joan
Davidow.

We invite you to share this exciting experience next year by
attending the 2009 Lifetime Achievement Awards ceremony
in Los Angeles. We also invite you to nominate distinguished

women for the awards. You can find additional information
about the Lifetime Achievement Awards and past awardees
on WCA’s website at “WCA Awards.” The catalog for each
year’s awards includes an essay on each awardee. Catalogs
for some years may be viewed on the website in PDF format.
Also, you can make a donation to support the awards using
PayPal.

Lifetime Achievement Awards
Nominations Requested

Please nominate distinguished women in the

visual arts for the Women’s Caucus for Art Lifetime
Achievement Awards. These nationally-recognized
awards always give some attention to women in

the region where the conference will be held. The
committee may only consider women who are listed in
the WCA’s Lifetime Achievement Awards nominations
database.

If you’d like to nominate someone, please send the
name and information to Anne Swartz, Chair of the
WCA Awards Selection Committee (axs3o@aol.com).

Future conference locations are:
2010 | Chicago
2011 | New York

2012 | Los Angeles

LAA Donors

The National Board thanks the following WCA members and chapters for their generous support for the Lifetime
Achievement Awards in response to our fundraising letter. Thank you!

WCA Peninsula Chapter  Holly Dodge Mary R. Hopkins
Joan Arbeiter Alice Dubiel Ann Isolde
Barbara Aubin Anne Doris Eisner Patricia Izzo
Judy Baca Melissa Fischer Rhoda Juels

Marilyn B. Banner
Ulla E. Barr
Betty D. Bay

Norma Broude

Yvonne Pickering Carter

Wanda M. Corn
Joyce Cutler-Shaw

Eleanor Dickinson

Ellen Friedman
Margaret W. Gallegos
Winifred Godfrey
Kathy Halamka
Melissa M. Harmon
Ann Sutherland Harris
Marilyn ). Hayes

Jillian Hernandez
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Carole Kaufmann

Eva Kolosvary-Stupler
Ann R Langdon

Rona Lesser

Dr Samella Lewis
Lucy Lippard

Peggy Lipschutz

C.J. Lori

Virginia Maksymowicz
M.G. Martin

Mary Maughelli
Cynthia Millis

Helen Poole Newman
Brenda Oelbaum
Mary Ellen Ponsford
Elizabeth K Pozen
Gertrude Reagan
Carmela Rizzuto
Patricia Rodriguez

Rebecca Ross

Cathy Salser

Kay Sekimachi

Unju Sim

Rose Sinkin

Celnah Smith

Norma B. Smith
Wendy B. Steinberg
Patricia Terrell-O’Neal
Barbara J.B. Vogel
Ruth J. Waters

Barbara Wolanin



Conference Highligts |

WCA 2008 CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

WCA met in Dallas from February 22 to 24, 2008 for
Chapters’ Council, the Lifetime Achievement Awards and
wonderful events and exhibits. This year WCA had a table
in the CAA exhibit hall where we Sponsored an author’s
reception and book signing for members, Kathy Halamka
and Karen Frostig, the authors of Blaze: Discourse on Art,
Women and Feminism.

The bus tour of the exhibits in Dallas Fort Worth gave
us all an opportunity to view WCA and other exhibitions.
Exhibitions we viewed included “Passionate Pursuit:
Capturing the American Women’s Movement in Art,” an
exhibit of photographs taken by Dr. Alessandra Comini
exhibited at the Meadows Museum at Southern Methodist
University. One of the highlights of the tour occurred
at the Meadows Museum where the museum honored
Ruth Weisberg at the unveiling of one of her works. We
also viewed the “Broadview Intersection: Texas Women
Artists.” Bus tour attendees also went to see the Icehouse
Gallery to see Straight Clay from Texas Women and WCA’s
National Juried Exhibition at the Dallas Contemporary. At
the Firehouse Gallery operated by Dallas member, Lorie
Thomkins we saw “Katrina Diaries,” an exhibition of work

by members of the New Orleans chapter. We also viewed
work in the Jewish Women Artist’s Network exhibition, “in
the beginning...” at the Women’s Museum.

The WCA International Committee’s Eco Postcard Auction
and exhibition, organized by International Committee
member, Priscilla Otani, at the Southside on Lamar Gallery
was another highlight of the weekend. The postcards also
intrigued visitors at the WCA table in the CAA exhibits.
Attendees also enjoyed the opportunity to meet new people
and share ideas.

Inaddition, several panels provided insight into contemporary
issues in feminist art. Past President, Jennifer Colby,
chaired a panel entitled Borderlands: Feminism and Popular
Culture. Past President, Dena Muller, and Susan Fisher
Sterling, chaired the Feminist Art Project session entitled
“Glass Is Half Full: Embedding Feminism and Feminist
Art”. The panelists were: Ferris Olin and Judith K. Brodsky,
Leslie King-Hammond, Mary Garrard, Norma Broude,
Andrea Barnwell, Helaine Posner, and Terrie Sultan. Patricia
Rodriguez, WCA’s past Vice President for Organizational
Outreach, chaired WCA’s Conference roundtable at the
Women’s Museum.

The conference brought many shared experiences. We look
forward to the 2009 conference in Los Angeles.

Thank You !

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the 2008 WCA
Conference and “Fire and Ice” Bus Tour in Dallas, Texas.

The Women’s Museum of Dallas, Brenda Forcht of ING
Financial Services, the Arlington Museum of Art, The Craft
Guild of Dallas, the Dallas Contemporary and Joan Davidow,
the Meadows Museum at Southern Methodist University, Lori
Thompson of the Firehouse Gallery in Fort Worth, Jim Lee
Events, Vicki Hamilton Bakery, Central Market-Dallas, Barbara
Johnson Ceramics, Eduardo Perez Ensemble, Lisa Markley of the
MalVenus Trio, Jose Vargas of the Ice House Cultural Center,
Jackie Berry, Devon Nowlin, Juliana Robles, Paul Greco, Alton
Bowman Studio, Chris Hightower, Charles Coldaway, Linda
Dipert, Pam Stern, Diana Perkins Photography, Tarrant County
College, Monica Amaro Meredith of Jannette Kennedy Gallery
at South Side-on-Lamar, and Karmien Bowman and Dallas-Fort
Worth WCA chapter members.
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2008 JWAN Exhibit at Dallas Women’s Museum

- by Fay Grajower

The Women’s Museum in Dallas hosted the opening
artists and patrons reception of the JWAN national
juried exhibit, In the Beginning, February 21, 2008,
during the CAA and WCA conferences. Joan Davidow,
Director of The Dallas Contemporary, juried the exhibit.
She selected 42 works representing 21 artists, from a
selection of 247 images and 66 artists. A super-sized
electronic quilt in the grand foyer of the museum
featured the artists’ works, which were exhibited in
the third floor gallery through April 27. Fay Grajower,
Boston, and Simone Soltan, Chapel Hill, co-chaired
the exhibit. Fay, who represented the JWAN exhibit
cochairs, greeted the attendees and spoke briefly
about JWAN. Joan highlighted her vision in selecting
the works for and installing the exhibit. She also
introduced Joan at the WCA panel discussion at

the Museum on February 24. A full-color catalog
accompanied the exhibit underwritten by JWAN patron
Francine Myers Pilloff.
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Fay Grajower (Boston) outside The Women’ s Museum.

During the WCA conference several JWAN members met and brainstormed ideas for the future. Exhibition themes
evolved from these discussions for Los Angeles 2009, Chicago 2010 and NYC 2011. Committee members are

currently planning for these conferences.

Chapter News —

Atlanta —

Our chapter is doing well. We received our 501(c)(3) status
in July and just received our first grant—$2,000 from the
Fulton County Arts Council for our March 9 program
“The Artist and the Environment.” We are busily preparing
for that and the related Southeast Region (SE) juried
exhibition, “Earth a Microcosm.” We were disappointed
not to have more entries from other chapters, but realize
the call for entries was not received by all chapters. We held
six exhibition between January 2007 and April 2008 and are
planning another SE Juried exhibition for January 2009 to
be held at Presbyterian College in Clinton, SC. We hope to
publicize that one better!

Connecticut —

The WCA-CT Chapter has been busy all year with a
dedicated core of members. We are putting on a seven-
state regional juried exhibition to open Sept. 4, 2008 at
the Housatonic Museum of Art, Bridgeport, CT. Helen
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During is the juror for this show, entitled “WHY NOT?!”
This exhibition focuses on women breaking through
boundaries, re-inventing, recreating ourselves, and our ways
of working, solving problems and questioning the status
quo. On September 18 we will hold a slide presentation
and tour of the women artists in the Housatonic Museum’s
collection. On Oct. 16 we will host a presentation panel of
four outstanding women who exemplify individuals who
continually re-invent themselves and inspire women to grow
as individuals: Prill Boyle, author of Defying Gravity; Lisa
Paul Streitfeld, a feminist, historian and former art journalist
now full-time writer and artist; Suzanne Sheridan, singer,
photographer, now song writer; and Helen Klisser During,
former curator of the Silvermine Gallery, now consultant to
art collectors. Janet Luongo has created You Tube videos as
a marketing tool for our organization and this event.

On May 3 we have scheduled a field trip to The Brooklyn
Museum of Art for a guided tour of Judy Chicago’s Dinner
Party. At an earlier meeting this winter, Trudy Martin gave
the membership a slide lecture on Chicago’s work. Another
meeting featured a studio demonstration by printmaker Liz



Pagano. Each month’s meetings have been accompanied
by artist presentations or workshops. For more info on our
upcoming events, please contact Anne Eisner at annedoris@
hotmail.com.

Indiana —

It has been a long, hard winter, and we are happy to see and
feel the sun again. Galleries in our area are pretty quiet in the
winter, but with the bloom of spring flowers, people feel like
making, admiring and, hopefully, buying art. So we are busy
bees. At our June meeting we will have an art conservator,
Monica Radecki, speaking on how to properly prepare,
present and maintain our artwork. We also have several
upcoming member exhibits. Maureen Sylvia Lighthall has
a solo exhibit, “Interiors and Exteriors,” at the Vicker’s
Theatre and Gallery in Three Oaks, MI. Closing April 28.
Natalie Klein and her daughter, Laura Thombkins, will have a
joint exhibit at the Atrium Gallery of the Jewish Federation
in South Bend /Mishawaka—opening reception is May 18 at
2 p.m. Ruth Sinclair is part of a group exhibit at the Latimer
Quilt and Textile Center in Tillamook, Oregon. The exhibit,
“It’s Good to be Green,” features fiber artists. The exhibit
ended on May 4. Ruth will also have an installation for the
month of June at the Finesta Gallery in Chicago. If you are
visiting Chicago, the gallery is located right across the street
from the Art Institute.

Michigan —

On March 13 the chapter held a general meeting at the Ann
Arbor Art Center. Twenty-two people came from as far away
as Jackson and Lansing to learn about the Women’s Caucus
for Art and meet new people. We were very pleased to have
as guest speaker newly elected WCA President, Marilyn
Hayes, who spoke about the history of the Women’s Caucus
for Art and showed slides of her beautiful monoprints
and watercolors. Chapter President Brenda Oeclbaum gave
an update on our chapter, which is just a year old, and
announced that she has been appointed Midwest Region
VP. Margaret Parker gave an enthusiastic report on the
National Conference. Upcoming exhibits were announced
by exhibit Chair Christy Kelly-Bentgen. Membership Chair
Barbara Carson invited new members to sign up (we now
have 19 members!). Afterwards, people networked and
bought raffle tickets to raise money for both the Chapter
and the National.

The Michigan Chapter is sponsoring two exhibits this spring
and summer. “The Art of Healing: Explorations in Women’s
Health”, is co-sponsored by the Feminist Art Project
and WCA-MI, at the Dudterstadt Gallery, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor. Jurors are Petra Kuppers, Christy
Kelly-Bentgen and Brenda Oeclbaum. With the nation’s
health care needs in the spotlight this election year, the
Feminist Art Project in partnership with the Women’s
Caucus for Art-Michigan, and The Therapy Center of Ann
Arbor, all non-profit organizations, with the University of
Michigan have brought together an expressive, dynamic,

Marilyn Hayes, WCA President visits Michigan WCA chapter.

informative and challenging exhibit. The artwork on display
includes both patient and caretaker perspectives as well as
responses to social, political and historical health issues.
The Art of Healing exhibit will be at the Gallery at the
Duderstadt Center (previously the Media Union) on North
Campus of the University of Michigan. The show runs from
May 2-16, 2008. All are invited to the Opening Reception
May 2, at the Gallery from 5-8 p.m.

One of the goals of this exhibit, “The Art of Healing:
Explovations of Women’s Health”, is to show how art can
heal. The modern concept of women’s health did not begin
to take shape until the early 1970s with the groundbreaking
publication of Owur Bodies Ourselves, and “women’s health”
did not appear as a subject in the Index Medicus, the massive
worldwide bibliographic listing of medical journal articles,
until 1991. Now in 2008 women are still struggling to
understand their own bodies. Busy medical professionals,
whether male or female, are sometimes brusque and may
seem insensitive to our needs. In response, contemporary
artists are working through these and other issues as both
patients and care-givers. Their works reflect the reality that
our comfort and well-being is determined by our own health
and the health of our loved ones.

“A Place at the Tnble”, a WCA show that has been traveling
around the country, will be sponsored by the Michigan
Chapter at the Ann Arbor Art Center, Ann Arbor, from
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June 27 to Aug. 8, 2008. New entries to be included will
be juried by Patricia Olynyk, past Associate Professor at the
University of Michigan, School of Art & Design. Entries
were due by May 3, 2008. For more information on both of
these shows and entry forms, go to the Art Center’s website
http://www.annarborartcenter.org/start.php

We also sponsor a WCA Book Group that reads feminist
artists, writers, art history and culturally related topics. We
meet every two months at different members” homes. The
next book we’ll be discussing is Artemisin, by Anna Banti,
with introduction by Susan Sontag. This novel presents
a psychological evocation of the woman artist Artemisia
Gentileschi, born in 1598, who followed a well-known
artist father into the world of Italian art after the period of
Caravaggio. Author Anna Banti became obsessed with this
talented woman and sought to bring her back to life while
she was living through the trauma of World War II.

Our meeting on April 3 was delayed in order to make a trip
to Toledo, OH, to attend the opening of the Athena Art
Society (the oldest women’s professional art organization in
the country) at the Eberly Center, 2801 W. Bancroft Street,
Toledo, OH, on the campus of the University of Toledo.
This summer during the Ann Arbor Art Fair instead of
staffing a booth we will be walking the fair doing “Random
Acts of Art.” We will be meeting on a regular basis at Carol
(Toots) Morris’ Studio to make artist trading cards that we
will then attach stickers to with the websites of both the
Feminist Art Project and the National WCA and plan to
distribute them wildly and freely throughout the four-day
event.

Lovisiana —

The WCA/LA “Katrina Diaries” exhibition tour began
on September 9, 2006 in San Juan Bautista, California, at
Galeria Tonantzin. In 2007 the exhibit went to St. Louis
and Washington DC. In all three of these venues artists in
the local WCA chapters responded to ours with their work
and created events of their own. In February 2008, “Katrina
Diaries” work was exhibited at the Firehouse Gallery in Fort
Worth and was one of the stops on WCA’s gallery tour of
at the 2008 national conference Dallas in February. The
exhibition returned home and was shown in New Orleans
on March 29, 2008.

We appreciated the generosity and efforts of WCA’s Past
President, Jennifer Colby, current President, Marilyn
Hayes, and President-Elect, Janice Nesser. We also thank
Karmien Bowman and the Dallas chapter and especially Lori
Thomkins for exhibiting our work at her Firehouse Gallery.
Our gracious thanks to all of the chapters and their exhibit
coordinators who participated in the exhibit tour. Louisiana
chapter members have been twice blessed. We appreciated
your encouraging us to create an exhibit about our disaster
experience, and we are grateful to have been graced with
such generous new friends during our loss and recovery. We
thank all of you for a wonderful and warm year of friendship
and support.
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Oregon —

OWCA members Madeline Meza Janovec, founding
president, Una Kim, former President, OWCA and Vered
Shamron, South Bay California chapter, had artwork in and
attended the Angela Torres, Her Presence in Colours VIII—
International Women Artists Exhibition in Beijing, China,
April 11-25, 2008, at the China National Art Gallery

Spring 2008 began in January for the Oregon Women’s
Caucus for Art; we sponsored an exhibition at the Interstate
Firchouse Cultural Center in North Portland of three
women artists who have direct connections to the Middle
East and who have all recently joined the chapter. Janet
Essley’s exhibit, “Oil Resist,” employed motor oil, carpet
felt, tar paper and other petroleum-based materials to give
a face to the people who live in oil-producing countries.
Her work included portraits and an installation piece which
created an intimate connection between people and the
effects of oil production. Hengameh Azadi and Hengameh
(Guigui) Modarresi, two Iranian women artists, had a show
in another part of the IFCC, and viewers had to experience
their work before they moved into the space with Janet
Essley’s work. Hengameh Azadi showed traditional Iranian
fantasy images, which she painted using only two or three
hair brushes. Hengameh (Guigui) Modarresi used a bold,
large-scale “Pre-Raphaelite” style to create her mythological
Persian images. The OWCA sponsored a symposium at
which Hengameh read Persian poetry accompanied by
traditional Iranian music and Guigui gave a talk with
detailed historical and personal explanations of her works.
The exhibition, entertainment and talks were very well-
received by the public.

Karen Swallow, our President, also had a one-person
exhibition at the Janovec Gallery at the same time. She
showed her oriental-inspired mixed media pieces, which
included gorgeous calligraphy and images of birds and fruit.
Karen is an excellent teacher and an artist of note and will
be having an exhibition soon at the Multnomah Art Center

Oregon WCA members



in SW Portland. Many of our members were included in
three other exhibitions this year at the Janovec Gallery in
SE Portland. Madeline Janovec annually holds a Valentine
show in her gallery, and many OWCA members contributed
gorgeous flights of fancy for this occasion. The “Crimson”
show was held concurrently at the Janovec gallery in
February and many members exhibited works which were
robust and “ruby.” In March, Women’s History Month,
a number of our members exhibited in the “Remarkable
Women’s” show, also at the Janovec, which ran alongside
a display celebrating the “Women’s Mural,” designed by
local artist Robin Corbo. The mural, celebrating Portland
women who have contributed to the development of local
art, culture and politics, was completed with the help of men
and women artists in the north Interstate area. Photos and
a computer-generated slide show rounded out the inspiring
exhibit. Several OWCA artists, including Jo Grisham and
Lisa Parsons, worked on parts of the mural in progress.

Philadelphia —

The Philadelphia Chapter launched the tour of the WCA-
Rubia collaborative project, “Women Helping Women:
Stitch by Stitch” at the DC Chapter’s annual Networking
Day on April 5 at the Arts Club. The response from
chapter members and other WCA members was incredible.
We raised $40 for Rubia that day. So far, the project has
generated $130 in donations to Rubia from participating
artists. The exhibit opens May 2 at the Redding Gallery in
Wilmington, DE, and travels to the Art and Faith Space at
Grace Episcopal Church in Merchantville, NJ. Other stops
are in the works (with potential shows in FL, DC, MT, NH
and NM).

On April 23 the WCA-Philadelphia awarded our annual
scholarship award at Moore College of Art and Design, and
on June 7, we will award a Philadelphia School District high
school junior a prize. On June 21, the WCA-Philadelphia
will host a slide share presentation at Project Basho, where
we will show WCA promotional videos from the New Media
Caucus. The next member show will be March 2009 at the
historic Plastic Club.

Our members have been very successful with exhibits and
projects. Jane Craven, Co-President Bonnie MacAllister
and Debbie McCarthy had work at the rEVOLUTION
show at the University of Michigan (Feminist Art Project.)
Co-president Marie Elcin held four simultaneous shows in
March at the Physick House, Moore College, Da Vinci Art
Alliance and B-Square Gallery. Michelle Wilson, former
chapter president, had a site-specific work, THE GHOST
TREES, at the University of the Arts” Window on Broad,
322 South Broad Street. Cynthia Back has an exhibit at
The Sirens’ Song Gallery, Greenport, New York, at the
Community Arts Center in Wallingford, PA, the Athenaeum
in Philadelphia, and the State Museum of Pennsylvania in
Harrisburg. The works of Rachel Citrino, former chapter
president, were included in THE F WORD at Smile Gallery
in Philadelphia, and she also showed at the Enclaves Gallery
in Philadelphia. Jane Craven had a show at the Shore

Philadelphia Chapter launches the tour of the WCA-Rubia collaborative project.

Institute for the Contemporary Arts and will install a piece
in an urban sculpture park in Long Branch, NJ in October.
Diana Riukas unveiled a public mural created for the Carroll
Robbins School in Trenton, NJ (funded by the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation). Sharon Burton co-curated Making
Herstory 3: Connected Sisterhood at Peace and A Cup of
Joe (Baltimore). She is currently exhibiting at the Prince
George’s Artists Association (MD). Nicole Dul was in a two-
person show at Orchard Artworks, Bryn Athyn, PA. Bonnie
MacAllister was published by the Hong Kong publication,
Black Robert Journal, and she performed at a featured event
at Germ Books. Secretary Sonia Sherrod was accepted to the
Manchester National Juried Fine Art Exhibition, Richmond,
VA and the Englewood Arts National Juried Art Show
2008, Englewood CO. Treasurer Virginia Maksymowicz
exhibited “Stations of the Cross” at the National Museum
of Catholic Art and History in New York City; “Couples,” a
group show at the Islip Art Museum, Islip, NY; “Structure
and Metaphor;” and a solo show at Delaware Center for
the Contemporary Arts. Debbie McCarthy’s work was
featured in a silent auction benefit during the Vagina
Monologues performance at Lincoln Land Community
College, Springfield, IL. Congratulations to all of our
members!

San Diego —

Our chapter held a day-long workshop on faux stained
glass on April 12. On May 2 our chapter President will be
interviewed on Alyce Cooper Smith’s “Community Issues:
A Tapestry of Concerns” show, which will air on a Sunday
evening in June as part of a series. On June 21 we’ve been
asked to participate in the Plein Air Painting Contest at the
Del Mar Fair and have a booth. On June 28 we will hold a
summer celebration which will include a faux stained glass
workshop. September 6 and 7 is the Imperial Beach Art
Walk. In October and November we will be back at the
Women’s History Museum for another exhibition that will
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hang for two months. In November we will hold our annual
retreat. We are also producing a compilation CD slide
presentation of sample member work to be presented to new
venues for exhibitions,

South Bay Area—

Earlier this year, we completed a survey of our members.
Summarizing, the results, we found that juried and non-
juried exhibitions are very important for all our members.
Both SBAWCA-only and WCA-wide exhibitions are of
interest to our members. Our e-bulletin and website were
found useful and there is also interest in artist’s presentations
as well as continuing the informal saloon-style critiques,
social events and activities with other chapters.

We just published our Spring Newsletter and finished the
2008-2009 SBAWCA Art Catalog. This catalog will be
used as a complementary presentation tool when searching
for exhibition space for our group. The planning for the
celebration of the 20th anniversary of our Chapter continues,
and we have a non-juried exhibition, “Inner Landscapes”,
scheduled for July 2009 at the Martin Luther King Library
in San Jose, CA. SBAWCA and the Peninsula Chapters are
working on a joint exhibition, Control, for next year. We
are very excited about this project, which has a community
outreach element and promises to be a strong exhibition.

2008 Chapters’ Council meeting in Dallas. Chapter

representatives share and discuss information.
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Washington, D.C. —

The Greater Washington, D.C. Area chapter organized
several major successful events in the past year. A juried
exhibition, “A Woman’s Eye,” at the Columbia Art Center
in January 2007 was accompanied by a full-color catalog
that has helped secure future exhibition venues. “Women’s
Reflections,” an open member show at the Dennis & Phillip
Ratner Museum in Bethesda, Maryland, organized by
Margaret Paris, was held in conjunction with the “Katrina
Diaries” show of work of New Orleans women initiated
by Jennifer Colby, who was present at the opening on
September 9, 2007. Seven of the New Orleans artists were
there and over 200 people attended. Barbara Wolanin
was a main organizer of “Opening Doors: Women in Art,
1972-2007,” a forum held on November 11, 2007, at the
Katzen Arts Center at American University. The forum,
co-sponsored by ArtTable, was moderated by Josephine
Withers. Panelists included Judy Byron, HIRO, Victoria
Reis, and Joyce C. Scott. The program coincided with
two major feminist art exhibitions on view in Washington:
“Claiming Space: Some American Feminist Originators,”
co-curated by Norma Broude and Mary Garrard at the
American University Museum, and “WACK! Art and the
Feminist Revolution” at the National Museum of Women in
the Arts. The chapter elected many new officers for 2008,
with Katie Weaver as president, and is developing a new
communications plan and working towards obtaining non-
profit status. The annual Networking Day held on April 5 at
the Arts Club of Washington attracted over 70 people and a
number of new members. Three gallery directors provided
useful and concrete advice to artists, and the Philadelphia
chapter shared their collaborative quilt project with WCA
and Rubia: “Women Helping Women: Stitch by Stitch.”

Take a look
at the WCA's Blog!

http://www.nationalwca.org/

wordpress/



Artwork Censored in China
—Judith Fein

Northern California  WCA board member Nancy
Worthington’s artwork, “Gateway To Hope” has been
censored from the international women’s exhibit, Her
Presence in Colours VIII--Beijing 2008, taking place in April
2008 at the China National Art Gallery. On March 25,
2008, Ms. Worthington received a phone call and e-mail
from the Conservatory of Fine Arts (exhibition coordinators
in Malaysia) telling her that “Gateway To Hope” was
being censored by the China National Censorship Board
because of its political context. Works by other artists, which
contained political content such as opposition to the Iraqi
war and Palestinian-Isracli conflict, were left in the show.

Nancy Worthington’s artwork was accepted in October 2007
into the exhibition organized by the International Women
Artists—China (INWAA-China) and the Beijing Women
Artists Association. Nancy Worthington was one of 8 artists
representing the United States in this exhibition. Artists
were asked to submit an artwork that “reflects an issue that
is related to the theme: Dream of Peace.” Ms. Worthington
created “Gateway To Hope” specifically for the theme of
world peace, and the image was posted on the Her Presence
in Colours website (www.art-her.com) in January 2008, in
the USA artists’ list. “Gateway To Hope” has now been
replaced by “Elvis Solid Gold”—which has nothing to do
with the exhibition theme. For more information: go to
Nancy Worthington’s website at: www.domjoy.com and
click on site news.

- I' !

GATEWAY To HoP£

“Sustaining Our Environment” Postcard Exhibition

Priscilla Otani, a member of WCA’s International Committee created a postcard exhibit in support of the United Nation’s
Millennium goal, Sustaining Our Environment. She invited artists from around the world to express their concern about
the environment by sending her recyclable postcards that would provoke thought, debate and change.

She created a blog site and posted images of the post cards she received on it to document the exhibit. The 365
postcards she received for the inspiring “Sustaining Our Environment” postcard exhibit were displayed in two venues at
the conference in Dallas: the WCA booth at the CAA Convention and at the Janette Kennedy Gallery. Both shows were a
great success. Visitors were amazed at the beauty and variety of submissions. In addition to WCA member submissions,
the exhibit included postcards that came from people all over the world. The exhibit made a powerful statement.

At the exhibition, works were auctioned to benefit the United Nations. The silent auction of the postcards raised $1,100.

The remaining postcards will be preserved and will be displayed in future shows. Priscilla reports that she has received
inquiries about future “Sustaining Our Environment” postcard shows, possibly in Washington, DC and/or Minneapolis
and invites you to continue sending her postcards made of recycled materials which she will document on the blog
site and include in future exhibitions. Check the blog site for instructions. Also, you can view the postcards exhibited in
Dallas on the ArtWaves blog site, wcaartwavesinternational.blogspot.com.

Priscilla thanks all who participated in the inspiring “Sustaining Our Environment” project for making a statement about
the environment. We thank Priscilla for the opportunity to express our concerns and for raising the money.
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Women'’s Caucus for Art Summer Board Meeting

All Members are welcome to Join us in Washington DC
for the Women’s Caucus for Art Summer Board Meeting

July 25—-27, 2008

Friday Afternoon:  Exhibit Tour (time to be determined)

Friday Night: Potluck with Washington DC

Chapter Members
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. (Board Meeting)
Saturday Night: Dinner together at a Restaurant
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. (Board Meeting)

Seize the Opportunity!!!

Come early or stay late to
tour Washington’ s Museums

RSVP: Let Marilyn know if you plan to come and would like to
stay with a WCA/DC chapter member so that we’ll have a place

for you to stay. For RSVP and information, please e-mail Marilyn at
president@nationalwca.org

Details on airlines, hotels coming soon

SAVE
THE DATE

COME TO SUNNY
LOS ANGELES IN FEBRUARY

PLAN NOW TO COME TO THE 2009
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

SEE WCA EXHIBITS
AND SEE THE LOS ANGELES
ART SCENE

FEBRUARY 27-
MARCH 1, 2009



