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President's Message
—Marilyn Hayes

reetings to each of you in this year of change, new

perspectives, and new challenges in WCA, in our nation

and in the world. I enjoyed seeing members from our
chapters around the country at our exciting Confab in Los
Angeles, “Share Your Passion: Art and Activism,” from February
25 to March 1, 2009, created and organized by WCA’s Pacific
Region members. WCA members had the opportunity to meet
each other and network at our panel events, exhibitions, and
meetups. The topics of events ranged from eco-arts to artists and
motherhood. We also elected new Chapters’ Council members
to WCA’s National Board. We also enjoyed the wonderful
Pacific Region exhibition, “women Artists on Immigration,” and the Jewish Women’s
Artist Network exhibition, “Like Water on Rock.” We celebrated the 30th anniversary
of our Lifetime Achievement Awards with a dinner and ceremony. The 2009 Lifetime
Achievement Awardees are Maren Hassinger, Ester Hernandez, Joyce Kozloff, Margo
Machida, and Ruth Weisberg; President’s Awardees are: Susan Fisher Sterling and
Catherine Opie.

I am late getting the newsletter to you because of my illness and the need to focus on the
Awards event and fundraising. I hope that my e-mail messages have helped to keep you
informed and connected. I appreciate the support our WCA community has given me this
year. Together we have worked to make 2008 a successful year. Thank you all for making
WCA a great organization. And thanks for all you do to keep your chapters vital and art
alive in your communities.

Finally, I would like to engage you in our efforts to create WCA’s future. You’ll hear
more about this effort in the next newsletter.

National Board of Directors

Executive Committee Brenda Oelbaum, Midwest Region VP Sandra Mueller, ‘06 Board Appointed Directors
Marilyn Hayes, President Position Open, Southwest Region VP Debra Claffey, ‘06 Priscilla Otani, International Chair
Janice Nesser, President-Elect Rebecca Kramer, Northwest Region VP Position Open, ‘06 Maria Elena Buszek, CAA Liaison
Fay Grajower, Second VP Helen Poole Newman, Pacific Region VP Linda Gilbert-Schneider, ‘07 Holly Dodge, Advisor

Jillian Hernandez, ‘07
Jennifer Judelsohn, ‘07

Margaret Luize, Secretary/Treasurer

Barbara Wolanin, VP Chapter Relations (£ L0 2D

Rona Lesser, JNAN

Standing Committee Chairs
Position Open, Conference Chair 2009

Officers Position Open, Conference Chair 2010 Mur.it.a by 07, Liz Dodson, New Media
. . ) - . Position Open, ‘07
Jennifer Colby, Past President Yuriko Takata, Nominations Chair ¥
" B JoAnne Adams, ‘08 Staff
Position Open, VP for Development Anne Swartz, Honor Awards Chair ) . . -
Position Onen. VP for Ora. Outreach Dale Osterle, ‘08 Karin Luner, National Administrator/
osttion Spen, ¥lor Drg. Bulreac Chapters’ Council Directors Marsha Heck, ‘08 Web Site Designer
Regional VPs Priscilla Otani, ‘06 Laurie Carlock, ‘08 Kathy Strauss, Artlines Design
Diana Talbot, Northeast Region VP Karen E. Frostig, ‘06 Position Open, ‘08 Marilyn Hayes, Artlines Editor

Judith Segall, Southeast Region VP
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2009 Lifetime
Achievement Awards

Awards: Maren Hassinger, Ester Hernandez, Joyce Kozloft, Margo Machida, and Ruth Weisberg during our

The Women’s Caucus for Art (WCA) has honored the recipients for the 30th Annual Lifetime Achievement

annual conference, held in conjunction with the College Art Association conference in February 2009. The awards
ceremony and dinner honoring the recipients took place at the Wilshire Grand Hotel, in Los Angeles, California, on
Saturday, February 28, 2009. It was an inspiring event and we celebrated their accomplishments.

The Lifetime Achievement Awards were first presented in 1979 in President Jimmy Carter’s Oval Office to Isabel

Bishop, Selma Burke, Alice Neel, Louise Nevelson, and Georgia O’Keeffe. Past honorees have represented a full range of
distinguished achievement in the visual arts from artists to art historians to museum professionals. This year’s awardees are
no exception; they represent a wide range of involvement and activism in the arts.

Award Reipients —

Maren Hassinger

Maren Hassinger is Director of
the Rinehart School of Graduate
Sculpture at Maryland Institute,
College of Art in Baltimore,
Maryland. She is the recipient of
: many grants, including those from
2 the Joan Mitchell Foundation in
1996; Anonymous Was a Woman
in 1997, and the Pollock-Krasner Foundation in 2007.
Hassinger is a visual artist who works in many media
and formats, including public art and performance. Her
permanent installations can be seen in many locations
across the country, including Chicago, Los Angeles, New
York, and Pittsburgh. A widely exhibited artist, her voice
and work are not only central to Feminist Art but also
to the history and dialogue of contemporary African-
American art.

Ester Hernandez

Ester Hernandez is a San Francisco
visual artist who is a pioneer in the
Chicana/Chicano civil rights art
movement. In the 1970s, she was
involved with Las Mujeres Muralistas,
an influential San Francisco Mission

2 | Artlines Winter 2009

district Latina women’s mural group. Hernandez has an
extensive exhibition record. Hernandez’ art recently was
featured in the inaugural opening of the Museo Alameda
in San Antonio, Texas. Her work is in the permanent
collections of the Smithsonian National Museum of
American Art, the Library of Congress, San Francisco
Muscum of Modern Art, Mexican Musecum in San
Francisco and Chicago, Cheech Marin, and the Frida Kahlo
Studio Museum in Mexico City.

Joyce Kozloff

Feminist and political artist Joyce
Kozloft is a founding member of
the 1970s Pattern and Decoration
Movement. She works in a variety
of media and is known for her site-
specific public art. Her public art
commissions are in locations across
the country including, the Seventh
and Flower Subway Station in Los Angeles, the Harvard
Square Subway Station in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
two works for One Penn Plaza in Philadelphia, and the San
Francisco Airport. Kozloft is the recipient of many grants
and residencies, including the Jules Guerin Fellowship and
the Rome Prize from the American Academy in Rome. She
has had many solo shows and numerous group exhibitions.



Margo Machida

Margo Machida is a renowned
authority on contemporary Asian
American art and visual culture.
She is an associate professor at The
University of Connecticut, Storrs.
Machida has published extensively
on Asian American art. Machida’s
co-edited volume with Elaine

H. Kim and Sharon Mizota, Fresh Talk/Daring Gazes:
Conversations on Asian American Art (University of
California Press, 2003), an anthology on Asian American
identity and social issues in the visual arts, won the 2005
Association for Asian American Studies Cultural Studies
Book Award. Her most recent book, Unsettled Visions:
Contemporary Asian American Artists and the Social
Imaginary (Duke University Press) will be published

in April 2009. Machida was the recipient of the 2004
Rockefeller Foundation grant for a “Symposium on
Contemporary Asian American Art, Creativity and Culture
Division.”

2009

President’s Awards

Ruth Weisberg

Ruth Weisberg is a visual artist
whose work is in the collections of
major museums in the United States
and Europe. Her many exhibitions
include recent major ones at the
Skirball Museum, Los Angeles and
the Frye Museum, Seattle, and a
current one at the Norton Simon
Museum, Pasadena. Since 1995, she has served as the
Dean of Fine Arts at the University of Southern California.
A major documentary, “Ruth Weisberg: On the Journey”
by Laura Vazquez, was released in 2003. She was the
President of the College Art Association from 1990-92.
Weisberg has been the recipient of numerous awards,
including the College Art Association’s Distinguished
Teaching of Art Award (1999) and The Golda Emir award
from the Women’s Division of the State of Israel Bonds
Event, Los Angeles (2005). In 1979 at the WCA Lifetime
Achievement Awards held at the White House, Georgia
O’Keefte was presented with a Weisberg lithograph.

in mid-career and highlights their contributions to the field of the visual arts.

The Women’s Caucus for Art 2009 President’s Award recognizes exemplary women

Susan Fisher Sterling

During her tenure at the National Museum of Women in
the Arts, culminating in her current position as Museum
Director, Susan Fisher Sterling has played numerous
significant roles, including organizing and curating
exhibitions, bringing major traveling exhibitions to the
Museum, and developing the Museum’s education and
outreach programs. Under her leadership the Museum

has worked to expand recognition for the contributions of
women in the visual arts, both historical and contemporary,
and provided resources for scholars and artists. The
WACK! Art and the Feminist Revolution exhibition in
2007 was a milestone for the Museum. She worked to
make it happen despite daunting fund-raising challenges
and continues to curate exhibitions. She has a strong
commitment to creating a place where women’s art is
recognized and celebrated, and to feminist ideals.

Catherine Opie

Photographer and respected teacher Catherine Opie has
focused on revealing people in community with portraits of
groups. She is also known for her images of contemporary
landscape and cityscape. She has had many solo shows
among them, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los
Angeles (1997), St. Louis Art Museum (2000), and
Walker Art Center in Minneapolis (2002), and a mid-
career retrospective at the Guggenheim Museum in New
York (2008). Her work has also appeared in “Rrose is a
Rrose is a Rrose: Gender Performance in Photography”

at the Guggenheim Museum (1997), “Moving Pictures”
at the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao (2003), and “Role
Models: Feminine Identity in Contemporary American
Photography” at the National Museum of Women in

the Arts (2008). She has taught at Yale University and is
Professor of Photography at the University of California in
Los Angeles.
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Summer Board Meeting

Ignites Activism

—By Barbara A. Wolanin,
Chapter Relations Vice President

r I Yhe summer board meeting which took place in
Washington, D.C., July 23-25, 2008, kicked off
with an overview of the Women’s Caucus for Art

past, present, and the desired future, facilitated by Dr. Jo

Longnecker, a leadership and organizational development

consultant with 20 years experience specializing in

organizational effectiveness efforts. Looking back at our
own milestones and our own ideals generated enthusiasm for
the purpose of WCA and for creating a new broader vision
statement to guide us and to make us relevant in today’s
world and in the future. We were amazed and energized

to discover the many ideals and dreams for a better world

that we shared—including concern for the environment,

the need for more art education in public schools, the need

for non-profits to contribute to their communities, and the

continued lack of equity for women, especially with the
increase in the percent of adjunct teachers. We expressed our
commitment to support each other and to empower women
in the arts, to be inclusive and to think more globally (the

WCA is a Non-Governmental Organization—NGO—of the

United Nations). We resolved to improve communication

between board meetings, which should help ensure more

follow-through on commitments.

Thanks to everyone who participated, including several
observers from chapters who contributed greatly to the
brainstorming. Kathy Dobash of the Philadelphia chapter,
who was an observer, provided a great summary for her
chapter. She reflected: “There is a feeling of change in
the air—a desire to update the mission of the caucus—an
understanding of the need to connect with a younger
generation—concerns for the economic success of
members and the organization in current time—a hope
that members within chapters and chapters within regions
and regions within national will find more ways to connect
and interact with each other and the world at large. It is
exciting and interesting to see how the WCA works on a
national level and to get connected to other empowered
women across the country!”

One of the major tasks of the summer meeting, in addition
to approving board reports and proposals, is to approve the
budget for the fiscal year that begins in July. The national
budget relies mainly on our dues and is very bare bones,
especially for a national organization of 1,400 members
and almost 30 chapters. Our main budget items are 1)

our able National Administrator, Karin Luner, who does
an amazing amount of work on membership and WCA’s
national Web site during her 20 hours a week, 2) printing
and mailing Artlines, 3) the Lifetime Achievement Awards
ceremony and catalogue, which pays for itself through
ticket sales and donations, and 4) various office expenses.
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All chapters are asked to support our “Awards” through
buying a table at the dinner and encouraging members to
donate individually or to purchase raftle tickets.

The other major issue we discussed was planning for WCA’s
2009 meeting in Los Angeles. Sandra Mueller and California
chapters are well along in planning it. Also, plans are already
being made for our annual meetings in Chicago in 2010

and New York in 2011. Since the College Art Association
(CAA) plans to hold conferences in these three cities in

the future, WCA will need to think creatively about more
regional conferences and how best to draw attention to the
Lifetime Achievement Awards. The Feminist Art Project
(TFAP), of which the WCA is a charter member, has been
taking the lead in organizing a day of panels during the CAA
meeting. We encourage all WCA members to attend and to
participate in TFAP locally and to visit the Web site, www.
feministartproject.rutgers.edu.

One of the benefits of participating in the summer board
meeting, in addition to a more in-depth connection with
other board members and attendees, is the chance to see art
the area. Friday morning began with a special tour I gave
focusing on art for, of and by women, and art conservation
projects I have overseen as Curator at the U.S. Capitol.
Participants enjoyed exhibitions at the National Gallery of
Art or the Smithsonian American Art Museum and National
Portrait Gallery and had lunch together. We then met at the
National Museum of Women in the Arts, where Director
Susan Fisher Sterling talked with us about her career and

her vision before a tour of the collection. Everyone traveled
to Virginia and gathered at the Arlington Art Center for

a thought-provoking panel discussion centered on the
exhibition, “She’s So Articulate: Black Women Artists Reclaim
the Narrative.” The day ended with a pot-luck dinner at
Marilyn Hayes’ home with WCA /DC chapter members, who
introduced themselves via a slide share of their art.

Everyone who participated in the meeting expressed how
glad they were to have been there and their renewed sense
of pride in being part of WCA. Marsha Heck provided

a very valuable service of note-taking and documenting
agreed-upon action items to help keep us all accountable.
We appreciated the support and generosity of WCA/

DC members who housed meeting attendees, set up the
meeting room, arranged the food for the meeting and
organized the potluck.



appointed me to chair the International Committee.

The International Committee serves as WCA’s Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO) representative to
the United Nations. As such, up to three WCA delegates
may attend regularly scheduled United Nations NGO
meetings in New York and participate in the annual
United Nations (Department of Public Information)
DPI-NGO conference. The current members of the WCA
International Committee are Debra Claftey, Noreen
Dresser, Helen Poole Newman and myself.

In June, 2008, WCA President Marilyn Hayes

In previous years, the DPI-NGO Conference was held at
the United Nations in New York City. In 2008, for the first
time, it was held at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris,
France. Helen Poole Newman and I attended the 615t
DPI-NGO conference, whose theme was “Reaftirming
Human Rights for All.” The conference focused on the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which was dratted
in Paris 60 years ago and adopted by the UN General
Assembly. Nearly 1,400 representatives from 537 NGOs in
74 countries attended this year’s conference.

We enjoyed three days of panel discussions, breakout
sessions and workshops organized by NGOs from around
the world. It was a thrill to sit in the general assembly,
wearing headsets, and listening to speakers from many
different countries talk about their efforts to implement
the Principles of the Universal Declaration within their
communities. Though the Human Rights Principles
remain aspirational for countries, it was heartening to
learn that changes were being made in incremental and
grassroots fashion, from AIDS education among Kenyan
women to rural Indian school children demanding better
education from their teachers. Locally-based NGOs play
an important role in facilitating these changes by providing
space for meetings, creating an environment where people
are encouraged to come up with their own solutions and
documenting and publicizing positive changes.

Networking with other NGOs was one of my goals for
this conference and there were opportunities to do so
over lunch at the UNESCO cafeteria and during the

two conference receptions. By sharing a lunch table

with representatives of the International Federation of
University Women, Helen and I learned about a women’s
rights caucus that met every morning before the start of
the conference. We attended the meetings the next two
mornings. Though there wasn’t enough time for much
information-sharing, it was heartening to see the number
of women increase each day. I plan on getting on the

The UN and Beyond —
WCA International Committee

—By Priscilla Otani, International Chair

e-mail list of this caucus. The reception at ’'Hotel de Ville
(the Mayor’s Office) was a lavish affair, filled with people
dressed in their national costumes. We exchanged business
cards with several NGOs, including a Canadian NGO
whose organization assists victims of Bhopal. She had a
conference in Berkeley, California recently and visited with
Helen.

I was also interested in opportunities where WCA can
contribute to the DPI-NGO conference in the future.
Helen and I noticed several art exhibitions at the
conference: “Sketching Human Rights,” a collection

of cartoons illustrating the meaning of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, “The Ribbons Exhibition,”
a display of cloth panels representing artistic expressions
of human rights and a poster exhibition featuring works
created by students of The Art Center College of Design
in Pasadena, California. Although during the conference

I couldn’t find out who organized these shows or how
they came to be included, by complete serendipity, the
organizer of several these shows turned out to be a
SCWCA member now based in Denmark. She got in
touch with me through Sandra Mueller (SCWCA) about a
possible collaboration on a panel and an exhibition for the
2009 DPI-NGO conference. This is definitely something I
will follow up on!

Please visit www.wcaartwavesinternational.blogspot.com for
more information and photographs about the conference,
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

As the International Committee Chair, I would like to
help build WCA’s credibility and presence within the UN
DPI-NGO community by collaborating on socially-relevant
exhibitions, conferences and discussions. Certainly we
would welcome WCA member participation in putting
together some of these activities. But because it is not
feasible for large numbers of WCA members to attend
UN meetings and conferences in person, the International
Committee and I will do our best to share information
through the WCA newsletter Artlines and ArtWaves blog.
By being delegates to the UN DPI-NGO, we have an
opportunity to educate people from many countries about
Women’s Caucus for Art. Equally important, we have the
opportunity to learn from women artists, educators and
activists around the world.

Artlines Winter 2009 | 5



Chapter and Regional News

Philadelphia -

The Philadelphia chapter organized the collaborative quilt
project, “Women Helping Women: Stitch by Stitch,”
which traveled to two shows in Florida, at the Upstairs
Gallery in Lakeland and the Pamplin Gallery in Bartow.
We thank Betsy Boher and the Florida chapter for hosting
the exhibition. The quilt was included in an exhibition in

the Portland, Oregon, City Hall in November 2008. It Five Philadelphia chapter women, along with Meredith
will travel to the Florrisant Valley Art Gallery in St. Louis, McDonald, are featured in “Six Women: Six

Missouri in March 2009 and to the Edison Gallery in Perspectives”: Jane Craven, Kathy Dobash, Bonnie
Washington, DC in September 2009. Proceeds from the MacAllister, Sonia Sherrod, and Michelle Wilson. The
quilt benefit Rubia (www.rubiahandwork.org), which works show was curated by Pam Flynn, Philadelphia chapter.

to pay Afghan women a living wage. For more information Many of the Philadelphia chapter members are actively
on our quilt project, which benefits and displays work by exhibiting their work in Philadelphia, other towns in
women in Afghanistan and the Women’s Caucus for Art, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, as far away as Texas, and in
please visit www.marycrowley.com/rubia. an on-line exhibition.

New Hampshire -

The New Hampshire Chapter’s annual spring meeting was
held at the New Hampshire Art Association Headquarters
in Boscawen. NH. Members enjoyed a presentation in the
art of Zentangles (www.zentangle.com) by Rick Roberts
and Maria Thomas as they participated in creating their
own collaborative Zentangle. (See digital images attached.)
Also, in attendance at the spring meeting was Tamara
White, a ceramics major in her junior year at Plymouth
State University, who was selected as our third scholarship
recipient.

| §IK WOMEN 3
S PEHSFECTWES *M ; . < ’

Philadelphia chapter members,
top row, left to right — Bonnie MacAllister, Michelle Wilson, Meredith McDonald; Rick Roberts and Maria Thomas from Zentangles conduct a
bottom row, left to right - Kathy Dobash, Sonia Sherrod, Jane Craven. seminar to the New Hampshire chapter.
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2008 promises to be a very active year for WCA exhibitions
beginning in May with a members show at the Chichester
Library in Chichester, NH and continuing with a juried
exhibition Making Her Mark at Plymouth State University
that will run from July 2nd — October 1st. A second juried
show Vision Keeper at the Mill Brook Gallery in Concord,
NH opens on November 16th. Meanwhile, our Hues and
Views round robin journal exchange includes the work

of 24 members and will open October 17th at the The
Gallery at WREN in Bethlehem, NH.

Trading Card Exchanges continue to be popular with our
membership. We are in our fourth year of trades. This
year trades also included fifteen special needs students at
Kearsarge Regional High School. Fun for all!

Members continue to benefit from bimonthly art
gatherings and stay informed through our website,
newsgroup and newsletter (now available on line only).

Southeast Region

Washington, DC -

The Greater Washington, DC Area chapter (WCA/DC)
has enjoyed a variety of events. In addition, the Steering
Committee implemented a new communications plan to
enhance chapter information sharing.

In April Chapter President Katie Weaver along with
National President Marilyn Hayes and National Advisor
Holly Dodge met with a group traveling to the US from
South Korea as part of the State Department’s International
Visitor Leadership Program entitled “Building Bridges.”
The visitors are considered important contributors in their
country and serve as activists promoting social welfare and
education in diverse areas of Korean civil society. With the
assistance of simultaneous translators, we shared information
about WCA’s role in promoting and supporting women
artists in the United States.

In July we hosted the National WCA summer board
meeting, which included a welcome potluck dinner and art
share from the Washington, DC members. The meeting
included a brainstorming and strategic planning session to
guide the national board in planning for the future.

This fall we are gearing up for an exhibition with the Girls
Gotta Run Foundation (GGRF) at the Takoma Park
Municipal Center in Takoma Park, Maryland, addressing
the themes of shoes, running, or motion. GGRF raises
money for young women in Ethiopia to train as runners, so
that they can remain in school. A portion of the proceeds
from sales will go to the Foundation.

We are very pleased to have completed the implementation of
a new communications plan, which includes a new web site,
www.wcadc.org, an electronic newsletter, and a Yahoo group
listserv. Our chapter is also preparing to apply for 501(c)3
non-profit status and hopes to obtain this early next year.

Midwest R'egion ._,.

Chicago -

The Chicago chapter of WCA organized a smashing
exhibition “Midwest Regional Exhibition,” which was
held at ARC Gallery in Chicago. The show ran September
3-27,2008. Our Members’ Exhibition ran October 4 -
November 9, 2008, at the Peter Jones Gallery in Chicago.
This exhibition was in-conjunction with Chicago Artists’
Month, a city-wide event and the ArtWalk Ravenswood
cvent.

At a meeting discussing the future of our chapter, we

see that we need to recruit “new blood” or younger
participants with lots of energy. We are looking into several
suggestions from the members and will continue to talk
about ways to attract more members and ways to make our
events more exciting and appealing.

Indiana -

The Indiana chapter has been working on a presentation
booklet for group shows of our chapter members. So

far, about half of our membership has submitted photos
of their work. We have successfully booked one exhibit
using the presentation booklet. Our next project is to put
together a computer presentation.

We had an informative and well-received presentation

by art conservator, Monica Radecki. Several members
expressed the need for more educational programs and
commented on how helpful it is to share individual artistic
questions and discoveries.

In October the chapter attended a Day of the Dead
workshop conducted by Eric Chavez Santiago. The
Chavez family is from the Oaxaca Valley, an area known for
its rug making. He is the fourth generation weaver in his
family. He told us about the weaving history in the Oaxaca
area and the natural dyeing process and showed us an
extensive display of rugs made by his family.

Northwest Region

Oregon -

The Oregon Women’s Caucus for Art continues to build
ties with the Korean community. We were treated to a
sumptuous Korean dinner at the home of member
OhJa Kim, who prepared dishes using fresh vegetables
out of her large, beautiful garden. On July 27, 2008 we
had a show and tell gathering at the Janovec Gallery in
Sellwood and shared our newest creative outpourings with
fellow members. Members Madeline Janovec and Una
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Kim were invited to participate in a Korean cultural event,
which gave them an invitation to a show in Los Angeles
this August. On Sunday, August 31, the OWCA members
met in the Crystal Springs Garden near Reed College for
En Plein Air art making. A core committee of members,
including Madeline Janovec, Karen Swallow, Lisa Parsons,
Meredith Dalglish, Harriet Levi, and Laurie Svec, have
been meeting to put together details for the upcoming
Korean Sensibilities IV exhibition in 2009 that will take
place at the Littman Gallery at Portland State University.

Colorado -

The Colorado chapter is proud of the recent work we
have done on our web site, www.WCACO.org, and
encourage all chapters to take a look. We have spent a
great deal of effort to update and streamline it. Since our
chapter was without leadership for quite a while and many
seasoned members have moved on, our small group has
made a “grassroots effort” to restart things. Our members
communicate through an online Yahoo group.

We have collected survey information from past and
present members to better understand what they appreciate
about WCA Colorado and what changes they would like
to see. We have had some successful art critiques and artist
potlucks. We are currently looking for a venue for a show
based on a “container” theme and welcome any venue
opportunities from other chapters. Currently, our chapter
is working to fill leadership positions.

Pacific Reion e

The Pacific Region chapters worked together to put on
the inspiring and exciting Confab events and the Regional
“Women and Immigration” exhibition.
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To
submit your
Chapter News for
the next Artlines: Focus on
chapter activities, initiatives, and
events, not on individual member
news. Stay under 250 words. If you
send a photo, please make sure that
is a high resolution image (jpg or tif)
and be sure to include a caption
describing who is in there or
what is taking place in it.
Send directly to artlines@
nationalwca.org.

In Memoriam

Grace Hartigan, presented with the WCA Lifetime
Achievement Award in Boston in 1987, died on Novem-
ber 15, 2008, at age 86. Joining the mostly male Ab-
stract Expressionist painters in New York in 1945, she
first signed her paintings “George Hartigan.” One of
her paintings was purchased by the Museum of Mod-
ern Art in 1953, and she was soon considered the most
celebrated woman painter in America. She attracted at-
tention for the suggestions of figures and collage she
began to incorporate into to her large scale, brilliantly
colored abstractions. In 1960 she moved to Baltimore
to teach at the Maryland Institute College of Art and
from 1965 until 2007 was the director of its Hoffberger
School of Painting. Her work is in the collection of
numerous museums. She left a large mark in American
art both through her pioneering and striking canvases
and her decades of teaching and mentoring.



Art and Advocacy

uring my presidency I have been focused on art
D and activism. Our 2009 Confab title was “Share

Your Passion: Art and Activism.” I know that all
WCA members are passionate about whatever has heart

and meaning for them and are taking action to make it
happen.

Activism’s customary meaning is to take vigorous action

to achieve a goal, typically a political or social goal. We
usually understand that it may involve taking actions such
as demonstrations or protests. However, for me, activism is
any action that you take out of a sense of responsibility for
what is important to you. It is your active commitment and
involvement in supporting or making change in that area.
Advocacy, speaking up about what is important to you, is
activism. Ultimately, each of us will have to stand up for
what is important to us or risk losing it.

In future newsletters we have a column on Art and
Advocacy from the Art and Advocacy Committee which
will provide information on issues and events of concern to
us as women in the arts.

The impact of the economic downturn affects us personally
and in our arts activities. Non-profit organizations
dependent donations and funds were particularly hard hit.
Federal, state and local grants funds and donations from
private and business sources disappeared. I am sure that all
of us were affected. While I was looking at the Americans
for the Arts website and the Idealist.org blog, I wondered
about the impact of the economy on the arts in each of our
communities and what that means for each of us as women
in the arts. I wondered what we could do about it.

Below is summary information about recently signed
legislation that provides additional funding for the arts.

On February 17, 2009, the President signed the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 with $50
million in direct support for arts jobs through National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) grants. In addition to
securing this critical funding, congressional and grassroots
advocates were able to successfully remove a provision

banning certain arts groups (museums, theaters and arts
centers) from receiving the recovery funds they are eligible
for in program areas other than at the NEA.

The FY 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act signed by the
President on March 11, 2009, includes a significant $10
million increase for both the National Endowment for the
Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities,
which sets their budgets at $155 million each. The
legislation also increases the budget for Arts in Education
programs at the Department of Education to $38.16
million; and the Office of Museum Services through the
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to $35
million.

“On the heels of its landmark support for
nonprofit arts job recovery in the economic
stimulus package, Congress has taken another
step forward in restoring full funding to the
nation’s cultural agencies. This marks the second
consecutive increase in federal grant funds for
local and state cultural organizations across
the country. We are pleased that Congress

is recognizing the cultural, educational, and
economic contributions that an investment

in the arts brings to communities and states
throughout the nation,” said Robert L. Lynch,
president and CEO of Americans for the Arts.

With federal arts funding secured for this year, Americans
for the Arts now looks ahead to appropriations for FY
2010.

Information source for legislation:
www.americansforthearts.org



Women’s Caucus for Art’s
LA 2009 CONFAB, LOS ANGELES, CA

ART AND ACTIVISM - SHARE YOUR PASSION!
February 25 - March 2, 2009

www.nationalwca.org

for Art’s LA 2009 followed a “CONFAB” style that features networking, tours, inspiring awards, exciting exhibitions

and many participatory events and encourages participation in the conference offerings of the College Art Association
(CAA) and the Feminist Art Project (TFAP).

l n a dynamic return to our roots as a welcoming, activist community of women arts professionals, Women’s Caucus

2009 Women’s Caucus for Art Confab Schedule

Wednesday, February 25

12:30-2:00pm “Feminist Artists and Motherhood” Artists Panel

(free) Moderated by Margaret Lazzari with preview of “Breaking in Two”

3:30-5:00pm “WCA EcoArts Meet Up,”
With artist Kim Abeles at Evo Lofts.

Thursday, February 26

12:30-2:00pm “CAA Committee on Women Pan-Feminism” Panel

2:00-8:00pm “Art, Wine & Books” in Pasadena

Feminist Tour of Norton Simon Museum, Madeline’s Wine Bar & ‘Broken Colors’ reading at
Vromans’ Bookstore.

5:30-6:30pm Artist/Gallerist Dialogue with Feminist Artist, Freyda Miller, on her “Fertile Dreams”
Exhibition

Friday, February 27

10:00-12:00am Metro Art Tour of Public Art by Women

1:30pm “Broken Colors” Book Signing at WCA Exhibits Table

WCA member Michelle Zackheim, artist and novelist.

2:30-5:00pm “Inventive Concepts: Models of Participatory Leadership in the Arts Panel”

Karen Frostig, Lesley University; Martina Reuter, Wochen Klausur.

7:00-9:00pm “Women Artists on Immigration,” Exhibition Reception
Korean Cultural Center of Los Angeles (includes WCA’s Video Shorts Fest).

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS!
Please make a tax deductible donation or purchase raffle tickets to win awesome art online at www.
nationalwca.org. Any amount is appreciated.
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2009 Women’s Caucus for Art
Confab Schedule (con’t)

Saturday, February 28

7:30-9:00 am

WCA Chapters’ Council Meeting (Business Meeting)

Chapter Networking, Regional Connections, Chapters’ Council Board Members Nominations.

9:00am-5:00pm
9:00-10:30am

10:45am-12:15pm

The Feminist Art Project Day of Panels

“Black Women, But, Are They Feminists?” with Suzanne Jackson, Senga Nengudi, Carric Mae
Weems and Linda Goode-Bryant.

“Salon des Refuses” or who was/is “in” and “out” of the recent feminist exhibitions with
Maren Hassinger, and Rachel Rosenthal.

12:30-1:45pm “Transnational Feminism” with Yong Soon Min and Connie Samaras.
2:00-3:15pm “Artists Converse on Feminism” with Maria Buszek, Andrea Bowers, Cheri Gaulke
and Catherine Opie.
3:30-5:00pm “Women Performance Artists Today” with Jill O’Bryan.
6:30-9:00pm WCA’s 2009 ANNIVERSARY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS & DINNER
Sunday, March 1
9:30—4:00pm WCA Art & Activism Day
9:30-11:30am WCA Town Hall, Chapters’ Council national board members election, American Jewish

11:30am-1:30pm

University.
“Like Water on Rock” JWAN Exhibition Reception, Platt/Borstein Gallery, American Jewish
University.

“QGallery 32 and Its Circle,” Laband Gallery at Loyola Marymount University, an exhibition
featuring the activist work of Betye Saar (WCA Lifetime Achievement Awardee), David Hammons,
and Emory Douglas.

Monday, March 2

8:00am—3:30pm

WCA National Board Meeting, Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art

Other Related Activities

Friday, February 27,
2:30-5:00pm

Awardee Ruth Weisberg interviewed by Barbara Isenberg, CAA.

Friday, February 27,
6:00-8:00pm

Awardee Joyce Kozloff reads Co+Ordinates at Hennessey & Ingalls in Hollywood.

Sunday, March 1, -
8:00am — 5:00pm

The Feminist Art Project (TFAP) Bus Tour of Public Art Works by Women with Jerri Allyn, Meg
Cranston, and Debra Padilla.
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REMINDER:
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WCA dues by April
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