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The Women’s Caucus for Art 2011 Conference LIVE SPACE is well underway!

The concept of LIVE SPACE is two-fold: first, it describes art that is happening in the 
moment, and second, art that is energetic, stimulating and electric. LIVE SPACE 
will be happening not only all over NEW YORK city but also in cities across the 

COUNTRY through blogging, YouTube, Twitter and live feeds. From live feeds for the 
Lifetime Achievement Awards and LIVE SPACE gala to performance art on YouTube to live 
art happenings in front of the Hilton, the WCA conference will be in the moment, exciting 
and electric.

Women’s Caucus for Art 2011 Conference
Live Space: women · art · activism
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 10–14

Thursday will be jam-packed with 
panels, performances, networking, 
and exhibitions, including the 
reception for JWAN’S Sanctuaries 
in Time exhibit and the Young WCA 
performance of What Young Women 
Want.

Friday will feature the WCA Video 
Art Festival at noon followed by a 
bus tour to the Sackler Center for 
Feminist Art, A.I.R. Gallery, a WCA 
New York members’ exhibition and 
the Chelsea reception for Hidden 
Cities, the national exhibition 
juried by Lisa Phillips of the New 
Museum.

Saturday begins with the Chapter 
Council meeting, followed by a full 
day of TFAP panels and culminates 
with the Lifetime Achievement 
Awards at the Hilton New York 
and LIVE SPACE Gala at the 
American Folk Art Museum.

Sunday includes the bus tour to 
Rutgers University to visit the 
Brodsky Center for Innovative 
Editions, the Institute for Women 
and Art, and the Jane Voorhees 
Zimmerli Art Museum. 

And, Monday is the national WCA 
Board meeting at Barnard.

Come network with WCA 
members, experience “live space” 
and be part of our thriving New 
York conversation on art and 
activism.

REGISTER TODAY at http: //
nationalwca.org/conference/
currentconfer.html

Conference dates: Thursday, February 10 – Saturday, February 12
WCA Conference Hotel –  
First Come, First Served!
The Hilton New York at 1335 
Avenue of the Americas will be the 
2011 WCA conference home base. 
Registration packets will be available 
at the WCA table in the main lobby: 
Wed., Feb. 9, 5–7 pm; Thurs., Feb. 
10, 7:30–9 am and 2–4 pm; Fri, 
Feb. 12, 7:30–9 am and 2–4 pm; 
Sat. 7:30–9 am.

Reduced room rates available 
from Feb. 9–15. Room rates: $202 
for a single/double and $20 for each 
additional person. It is also the CAA 
hotel.

To reserve: visit www.hilton.com or 
call (212) 586-7000. When booking 
online put NWC in the group/
convention code box. Rate only 
guaranteed until Jan. 12, 2011.

See complete conference schedule 
on page 4.
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President’s Message by Janice Nesser-Chu

Reflections on 2010

2010 was an amazing year 
for the Women’s Caucus 
for Art. In my first 

Artlines column as President 
of WCA, I wrote that 2010 
would be a call to action for all 
WCA members. I encouraged 
you to join us, to participate, 
to play an active role. Many 
of you took up the call to be 
active participants in your 
organization. You volunteered 
in your chapters and in your 
communities. You formed relationships and collaborations 
with other groups. You became active participants on 
the national level, volunteering to lead or participate on 
committees and playing active roles in the planning and 
format of the 2011 WCA conference, LIVE SPACE, in 
New York. Change and growth was the theme, and we 
drove it home. 

A Strategic Planning committee was formed and 
developed an initial set of goals for 2010–2015 to 
transform WCA from being primarily a membership and 
LAA awards-focused organization to an organization 
that creates community through art, education, and 
social activism. The committee developed strategies for 
implementation that included the following goals:

•	 To build WCA’s name recognition and presence at the 
national level and in the art community

•	 To build WCA’s presence at the chapter and regional level

•	 To establish WCA’s role as a clearing house for 
information and resource sharing.

The committee established these deliverable for 2010:

•	 Increased visibility of the President and Board 
through chapter forum in San Francisco, telephone 
conversations with Chapter Presidents, and town hall 
meeting in Manhattan with members-at-large and 
near-by chapter members. 

•	 Greater visibility and participation in the Lifetime 
Achievement Awards through livestream broadcasting 
of the ceremony, creating a host kit that chapters can 
use to have LAA parties; creating an LAA Facebook 
page for news of parties, etc. 

•	 Begin branding of WCA: updated logo, website, 
brochure, blog, newsletter and letterhead.

•	 Developing a strong affiliate presence with CAA 
during the February 2011 New York Conference

•	 Developing Honorary and Advisory Committees 

•	 Implementing online art submission tool and making 
it available for chapter use.

•	 New fundraising paradigms 

WCA’s accomplishments for 2010 include:

•	 Lines of communication have been rebuilt and 
strengthened.

•	 Instituted bi-yearly calls between the WCA President 
and the Chapter Presidents. 

•	 Re-evaluated the roles of the Regional VPs and 
strengthened lines of communication.

•	 Developed and sent an all-member survey to better 
understand who our members are and assess their 
needs.

•	 Created a Facebook site to keep members informed of 
both WCA activities, and opportunities and issues for 
women in the visual arts; additional FB sites for Young 
WCA and a special WCA Calls for Art page were also 
developed.

•	 Began monthly email updates from the President to 
the membership along with monthly updates from the 
President to the national Board members.

•	 Regional members’ forums were held in San Francisco 
in June and in New York in October. 

•	 A new chapter is in the formation stages in New York.

•	 The move toward the summer Board meeting being 
held in different regions, in order to be the impetus 
for regional dialogues, forums, gatherings and/or 
conferences continues. The summer Board meeting 
will be held in St. Louis in 2011. Plans for a regional 
open forum and the Art & Social Justice Midwest 
Conference are in the works.

Updates to our outward appearance have begun.

•	 The monthly President’s update moved from a text 
format to an e-newsletter format.

•	 The newsletter was redesigned, and is now produced in 
a 4-color format.

•	 Changes to the front of the website were instituted, 
followed by changes to content and design of the 
interior pages.

•	 ISBN numbers were purchased so that all WCA 
Lifetime Achievement catalogs will have an official 
listing in library systems, and can be offered for sale 
via online distributors.

New strategies for fundraising were implemented.

•	 Re-evaluated past practices in order to create a 
development plan for the future.
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East Coast Forum

•	 Established a “WCA Honorary” committee that serves 
as a foundation for support for WCA.

•	 Established the 5-5-5-5-5 campaign that set goals for 
the President, the WCA Board, and the membership.

•	 Investigated avenues for corporate support and 
matching funds.

New paradigms for the national conferences continued 
to evolve to allow for greater participation and innovative 
programming.

•	 Regional chapters and members were encouraged to 
develop programs and panels.

•	 Caucuses were encouraged to develop programming.

•	 Collaborations with other organizations and groups 
were implemented.

I joined the group of women who gathered in New 
York City’s Folk Art Museum for the WCA East 
Coast Forum on Sunday afternoon, October 24, 

2011. WCA’s President, Jan Nesser, convened the Forum 
to give participants the opportunity to network, to hear 
about WCA and its focus on activism across the country, 
and to find out about WCA’s 2011 LIVE SPACE 
conference. They would also have the opportunity 
to meet the National Board’s Executive Committee 
members. The Forum participants were a diverse group 
that included WCA’s East Coast chapter members from 
Philadelphia and New England, New York area members-
at-large, and East Coast women interested in WCA. Also 
present were a member from Montana and Lifetime 
Achievement Awardee Ruth Weisberg from California, 
who were visiting New York.

The atmosphere in the room was electric. It began 
with refreshments and time for networking— making 
new connections and renewing existing ones. Next the 
group sat in a circle for presentations by WCA officers 
and board members that engaged the group in the plans 
and ideas for WCA’s future and for the 2011 LIVE 
SPACE conference. The response was enthusiastic—
participants generated new ideas for conference panels 
and volunteered to help with WCA committees, activities, 
and the conference. As the meeting progressed, new 
energy, ideas, and connections grew out of it and were 
transformed into actions having a broad impact. The 
community of inspired women had created something 
new for both WCA and for themselves. The New 
York Forum demonstrated WCA’s mission: creating 
community through art, education, and social activism. 
Thanks to all who participated in it.

•	 Packets were developed for chapters to participate in 
the live-streaming of the LAA. 

•	 A Twitter account was established to share information 
in real time during the national conference.

•	 A move away from traditional panels to open forums, 
participatory panels, and networking was implemented.

We have worked hard. Many have put in countless 
hours. I thank every one of you for your hard work and 
commitment to WCA. We have begun to build a new 
foundation, but there is still much work to be done. We 
need you to continue to play an active role. We need 
your ideas, your energy, your talent, and your passion. In 
2011, renew your commitment. Join us in building the 
future of WCA.

Forming a New York 
Chapter!
We are excited to announce the creation of a 
New York WCA Chapter. This chapter will allow 
all in the NY area to meet regularly to network 
and will also provide opportunities for group 
exhibitions. With such an amazing group of 
women artists in the area, we are confident 
that this new chapter will produce many 
noteworthy exhibitions and performances. 

Join us and help us make sure that women 
are more equally represented in New York’s 
incredible gallery and museum system. Our 
first meeting will be held at the Conference 
in February. For more information or to get 
involved in the planning of this dynamic 
new chapter, contact Marcia Annenberg at 
m.annenberg@att.net and Heather Stoltz at 
heather@sewingstories.com.

by Marilyn Hayes
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DAY 1: Thursday, February 10  
Confab, panels, receptions!

8 am–Noon

WCA Live Space Confab

Hilton New York Hotel, New York Suite, 4th floor

A morning of networking, sharing our work, performances, 
videos, and panels. There will be multiple, simultaneous 
events and activities in the spirit of “live space.” The 
morning will include an art share, art making, a preview 
of FEMLINK videos, performance art by Young WC, 
and a “Feminist Tea Party” (learn more at http://
afeministteaparty.wordpress.com).

Tentative Schedule
(at press time, the schedule was still being finalized. The 
most current schedule is online at http://nationalwca.org/
conference/currentconfer.html).

8–9 am

FEMLINK videos, Art Share, KISS art project, and 
networking

9–10 am

New York Chapter meeting, art share, KISS art project, 
and networking

10–11:50 am

The Curate’s Stand: A Curator’s Tea Party. 
A Feminist Tea Party collective will host a panel discussion 
curated by Moscow-born, New York-based curator Yulia 
Tikhonova. Panelists: K8 Hardy, a New York-based 
filmmaker, photographer and fashionista, founder of the 
queer feminist art collective LTTR, creator of the cult zine 
FashionFashion; and Paddy Johnson  a writer who has been 
published in artreview.com, Art in America, FlashArt, Print 
Magazine, Time Out NY, The Reeler, The Daily Beast, The 
Huffington Post, The Guardian, artkrush, Art & Australia, 
Flavorpill, NYFA Current, New York Press, and Fanzine.

Beacons of artistic concerns, these panelists will share the 
observations of a wide spectrum of references that women 
use. Defined on one side by Sarah Palin’s conservative 
preaching, on another side by the sexually unbounded 
empowerment of Lady Gaga, what are the models that 
contemporary artists use and how do they navigate through 
the “rampant multiplicities of identity”? The panelists will 
present their assessment of challenges that women artists 
face to sustain critical feminist productivity in the context 
when the challenging aspects of queer representation in 
popular culture have been erased. The panel will be held 
within the setting of a traditional tea party parlor (complete 
with table linens, porcelain tea service, and sweets), which 
will be large enough to accommodate the audience and 

the guest curators. As at any meal or celebration, this 
homogeneous environment will help to create an open 
comfortable dialogue where the audience doesn’t feel like an 
audience, but where everyone is equal. Sincerity and a sense 
of humor are required.

12:30–2 pm

“LIVE SPACE: Women, Art, and Activism” panel at CAA

Hilton New York Hotel, Rendezvous Trianon, 3rd Floor

Moderator: C.M. Judge, intermedia artist. Panelists: Carolee 
Schneemann, media artist; Elizabeth Streb, director of 
STREB Lab for Action Mechanics; and Véronique Sapin, 
video artist, artistic director of Video Arts Development 
International Association

Drawing inspiration from works created by our panelists 
and from the collective wisdom of the audience, we will 
consider how women artists and their communities create 
vital, meaningful aesthetic experiences that initiate and 
sustain authentic change in response to issues of limitation, 
exclusion, legitimacy, and hierarchy. If “live space” 
is the goal, what qualities of artistic expression and 
community building produce compelling, transformative 
art experiences/spaces? In a world filled with instant 
communication, where/how does essential creative intimacy 
happen? What conditions are necessary to enhance effective 
art activism?  

9 am–4 pm

KNIT-IN

Hilton New York Hotel

Bring your knitting needles and yarn and come prepared to 
knit through the panel discussions. People who come with 
needles in hand will get a free WCA Conference Button. 
Take part in this silent “live space” performance, which will 
honor women’s work and craft, and bring attention to the 
WCA in the world of academia and art history.

10 am–5 pm

WCA Booth in CAA Exhibition Hall open

Hilton New York Hotel (requires separate admission 
pass)

5:30–10 pm

An Evening of Art and Performance Sponsored by WCA

(Members will travel on their own to evening events)

5:30–7 pm

Artists’ Reception: Sanctuaries in Time, 2011 JWAN 
Exhibition

Columbia/Barnard Univ., Kraft Center for Jewish Life, 
606 West 115th Street, NYC

LIVE SPACE Full Conference schedule
For the most up-to-date schedule and conference news visit http://nationalwca.org/conference/currentconfer.html
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7–8 pm

Performances: What Young Women Artists Want

Raandesk Gallery 16 W. 23rd Street, 4th Floor, NYC 
(Chelsea)

Indy film and perfomances by Young Women’s Caucus 
members and allies. For a complete listing of performances 
visit http://nationalwca.org/conference/currentconfer.html

6–9 pm

Artists’ Reception, CONTROL, traveling exhibition

Ceres Gallery, 547 West 27th Street. Suite 201, NYC 
(CHELSEA)

Sponsored by SBA and Peninsula WCA chapters and juried 
by Guerrilla Girls West

Related Events held in conjunction 
with WCA:

7–9 am

Opening Reception: Barnard College Alumni Group Art 
Show

Barnard College, Louis McCagg Gallery, 4th floor 
Diana Center

9 am–5 pm

Reception & Conversation: Be Aware: Women Working 
at Flomenhaft 

Flomenhaft Gallery, 547 West 27th Street, Suite 200, 
NYC  (Chelsea)

Exhibition includes work by WCA Lifetime Achievement 
awardees: Beverly Buchanan (2011), Emma Amos (2004), 
Jaune Quick-to-See Smith (1997) Faith Ringgold (1994), 
Miriam Shapiro (1988) and WCA member Linda Stein. 
Conversation: 6:30-7:30 pm

DAY 2: Friday, February 11 
Bus Tour with Hidden Cities Reception

12:30–2 pm 

Viewing & Reception of 7th Annual WCA Video Art 
Competition 

Hilton Hotel, Nassau Suite, 2nd Floor 

Includes special commentary from juror Verena Mund

10 am–5 pm

WCA Booth in CAA Exhibition Hall open

Hilton New York Hotel (requires separate admission 
pass)

Noon–2 pm

Internationalization of CAA: Becoming More Involved 

Hilton Hotel, Madison Suite, 2nd Floor 

Includes WCA President-elect Priscilla Otani, who also 
chairs the WCA International Committee. 
*This panel is open to CAA members only.

3–9 pm

LIVE SPACE BUS TOUR and HIDDEN CITIES RECEPTION

*Departs Hilton Hotel. Box Dinner on bus. Returns to 
Hilton at 9 pm 

Gallery talk and tour of Elizabeth Sackler Center for 
Feminist Art, Brooklyn Museum of Art with Catherine 
Morris, director.
Featuring Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party and New Work by 
Lorna Simpson

New Beginnings, New York WCA Invitational Exhibition
Callahan Center, St. Francis College in Brooklyn Heights.

A.I.R. Gallery exhibitions and visit with director Kat Griefen
111 Front Street #228, Brooklyn (DUMBO area)

7–9 pm

Artists’ reception for Hidden Cities exhibition

New Century Artists Gallery, 530 West 25th Street, 
NYC (Chelsea)

2011 national exhibition juried by Lisa Phillips, director of 
the New Museum, NYC

DAY 3: Saturday, February 12 
TFAP Panels, Lifetime Achievement 
Awards, & LIVE SPACE Gala

7:30–9 am

WCA Chapters Council meeting

Beekman Parlor, 2nd Floor

2–3:30 pm

Young WC meeting

Auditorium, Lower Level, American Folk Art Museum, 
45 W. 53rd St.

9 am–5 pm

The Feminist Art Project Panels

Museum of Arts and Design (MAD), 2 Columbus Circle

Co-organizers: Johanna Burton and Julia Bryan-Wilson
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9:15–10:15 am 
The Problem of Feminist Form Aruna d’Souza, Clark Art 
Institute; and Connie Butler, Museum of Modern Art

Bus boards at Hotel Allegro  
(bus departs promptly at 8 am)

10:15–11 am
A conversation between Sharon Hayes, Cooper Union, and 
Miwon Kwon, University of California, Los Angeles 

11 am–12:30 pm
Institutions and Their Feminist Discontents Chair: Rocio 
Aranda-Alvarado, El Museo del Barrio. A roundtable 
discussion with the Yes! Association (feminist art advocacy 
group); Leslie Hewett, independent artist; and Lin + Lam, 
artist collaborative

1–1:45 pm
A conversation between Zoe Leonard, independent artist, 
and Huey Copeland, Northwestern University 

1:45–3:15 pm
The Erotics of Feminism Chair: Rachel Middleman, 
University of Southern California. A roundtable discussion 
with Anita Steckel, independent artist; Joan Semmel, 
independent artist; Rachel Middleman, University of 
Southern California; and Richard Meyer, University of 
Southern California

3:30–4:15 pm
A conversation between Ayreen Anastas, Pratt Institute, 
and Jaleh Mansoor, Ohio University

4:30–5:30 pm
Feminism, Art, and War Rosalyn Deutsche, Barnard 
College; and Carrie Lambert-Beatty, Harvard University

6–7:30 pm

Lifetime Achievement Awards Presentation 

Hilton Hotel, Beekman Room. Free and open to the 
public

Awards will be presented to the following women for 
outstanding contributions to the visual arts: Beverly 
Buchanan, Diane Burko, Ofelia Garcia, Joan Marter, 
Carolee Schneemann and the late Sylvia Sleigh. Maria 
Torres will receive the President’s Award for Art and 
Activism.

8–10 pm

LIVE SPACE GALA for the WCA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARDS 

American Folk Art Museum at 45 W. 53rd Street, NYC

This WCA ticketed gala event with the Lifetime 
Achievement Awardees will include a walk‐around gourmet 

dinner and open bar with time to meet the awardees, 
network, and tour the museum. Tickets on sale for $75 for 
WCA members until January 12, 2011.

2010 WCA LIVE SPACE Conference Officially Closes

EXTRA DAY:  
Sunday, February 13 
Art at Rutgers University
Brodsky Center for Innovative Editions, Institute for 
Women and Art, and Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art Museum; 
in collaboration with the Women’s Caucus for Art National 
office at Rutgers.

10 am–5 pm

Art Highlights at Rutgers University
At the Zimmerli Art Museum: a major exhibition Dancing 
with the Dark: Joan Snyder Prints 1963–2010, the first prints 
retrospective by this acclaimed expressionist painter and 
a 2007 MacArthur “genius” award recipient. Also: the 
Zimmerli’s world-renowned collections of Russian and 
Soviet Non-Conformist Art, 19th-century French Art, 
American Art, prints, and photography

Tour includes a visit to the Institute for Women and Art 
exhibition Joan Snyder/Intimate Works, a Mary H. Dana 
Women Artists Series Exhibition at Douglass Library. 
The Brodsky Center for Innovative Editions (BCIE) will 
offer a behind-the-scenes presentation by master printers 
and master papermakers on their collaborations with Joan 
Snyder and other leading artists. Also: a private viewing of 
new BCIE projects, and a glimpse of the current Mason 
Gross School of the Arts MFA exhibition. The afternoon 
culminates with a special lecture by Joan Snyder, and 
reception. 

Price: $55 includes transportation and box lunch. Registration 
available at the CAA website only: http://conference.
collegeart.org/2011/schedule/specialevents.php.

Monday, February 14 
NATIONAL WCA BOARD MEETING

8:30 am–4 pm

WCA National Board meeting 

Kraft Center for Jewish Life, Barnard/Columbia 
University

Note: All WCA members are welcome to attend this 
meeting. Email nationalwca@gmail.com in advance so we 
may plan accordingly; please type “board meeting” in the 
subject line of the email. There is a small shared fee to cover 
the costs of coffee, snacks, and lunch. 

LIVE SPACE Full Conference schedule (cont’d)
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Honors Awards

Sylvia Sleigh, 1916–2010

Sylvia Sleigh was renowned for her romantic and direct 

portrayal of nudes, mainly using art world figures as 

her subjects. Born in Wales in 1916, she became part of 

London’s avant-garde, alongside her husband curator 

and art critic Lawrence Alloway, eventually becoming 

a vital part of New York’s art world. She exhibited 

extensively in solo and group exhibitions throughout 

her life. She was recognized with grants and awards 

including a National Endowment for the Arts Visual Arts 

Fellowship in 1982, a Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant 

in 1985, and the Distinguished Artist Award for Lifetime 

Achievement from the College Art Association in 2008. 

Her art is held by major art collections, including The 

National Portrait Gallery in London, The Art Institute 

of Chicago, The Everson Museum of Art, Milwaukee 

Art Museum, The David and Alfred Smart Museum at 

the University of Chicago, Collection of the University 

of Missouri at St. Louis, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, 

Housatonic Museum of Art, and The Weatherspoon 

Art Museum. Her work was the subject of over 50 solo 

exhibitions during her lifetime. She became a central 

figure in feminist art and remained active as a painter, 

including a solo exhibition of her work this past summer 

at Freymond-Guth Fine Arts in Zurich, Switzerland. She 

died at age 94 in October 2010. 

Get ready for February and the Honors Awards 
Events! We have a very special moment before us 
to honor and recognize the contributions, service, 

and accomplishments of several important women with 
the Honors Awards Events, which include the Lifetime 
Achievement Award and The President’s Award, which 
recognizes a mid-career professional. The awards ceremony 
includes a presentation about each award winner; these 
can be incredibly emotional events—awardees frequently 
express their joy and surprise. Since women in the 
visual arts have few opportunities for recognition, when 
recognition does come it is exciting and profound.

2011 marks the 32nd year of the Honors Awards 
ceremony. Through the years, the awards have been a way 
for us to ref lect on the considerable accomplishments and 
achievements of women who are making a difference with 
their art and their lives. These awards are an important 
part of what we do.

The festivities include the awards ceremony and the gala 
reception. The awards will be presented from 6-7:30 
p.m., Saturday, February 12, at the Hilton New York, 
1335 Avenue of the Americas, in conjunction with the 
annual conferences of the Women’s Caucus for Art (WCA) 
and College Art Association (CAA). The ticketed gala 
reception, LIVE SPACE, will follow at the American 
Folk Art Museum, 45 West 53rd Street, only a minute’s 
walk from the hotel. The gala will feature a walk-around 
gourmet dinner, open bar, private museum tour, and 
networking with guests and awardees. The 2011 raffle 
prize is the 2010 mixed media work by celebrated feminist 
artist Nancy Azara, entitled Castle Series: Daytime, a 
rubbing and collage on mylar with oil pastel, paint, and 
colored pencil, valued at $5,000. Please check the website 
for ticket prices, raffle tickets, and donation options. 
(http://www.nationalwca.org/awards/currentLAA.html)

This year’s recipients deserve these honors for many 
reasons. Here are some highlights:

Lifetime Achievement Awards
Beverly Buchanan works in a variety of media, 
focusing on southern vernacular architecture. A recipient 
of a Guggenheim Fellowship and a National Endowment 
for the Arts Fellowship, she was a Georgia Visual Arts 
honoree, a recipient of an Anonymous Was a Woman 
Award, and honored by the College Art Association 
Committee for Women in the Arts.

Diane Burko has been involved in the feminist 
movement since the early 1970s and continues her 
feminist commitment to this day, serving on the WCA 
and CAA boards, the Philadelphia Art Commission, and 
others. Her many honors include Bellagio, Giverny, and 
Pew Fellowships. One of the first movers and shakers in 

the feminist art movement, she has not been previously 
recognized for her contributions. 

Ofelia Garcia is an educator, curator, and arts and 
higher education administrator. She has served as dean 
of the college of Arts and Communication and professor 
of art at William Paterson University. She also serves 
on the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, as chair 
emerita of the board of the Jersey City Museum, and on 
the advisory board of the Brodsky Center for Innovative 
Editions at Rutgers University. 

Joan Marter is a professor of art history at Rutgers 
University. She is currently editor-in-chief of The Grove 
Encyclopedia of American Art (Oxford University Press) 
and editor of Woman’s Art Journal. She has published 
monographs on artists such as Alexander Calder, and has 
written extensively about Abstract Expressionism and 
women artists. 
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Carolee Schneemann is a well-known performance 
and visual artist, focusing on the body, spirituality, and 
female power. She has been involved in collaborative 
groups, including Experiments in Art and Technology 
and Judson Dance Theater, as well as many feminist 
groups. She has exhibited at the Los Angeles Museum of 
Contemporary Art and the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York, among others. 

Sylvia Sleigh painter and feminist, died in October 
2010. The sidebar on page 7 honors her contributions.

WCA chapters and members across the country are living 
the goals of our new mission statement: “… to create 
community through art, education, and social activism.” 
Examples of 2010 activist efforts (falling into five main 
areas) were selected from submitted chapter news. These 
activities were carried out alongside chapters’ ongoing 
exhibitions, studio visits, workshops, and programs. Many 
thanks to the chapter presidents and others who contributed 
chapter news. —Barbara Wolanin

Empowering Women and Focusing on Feminism
Boston is planning a 2011 exhibition, Women on the Edge, 
at the Arsenal Arts Center in Watertown addressing many 
feminist issues. In October New Hampshire opened 
Old Wives Tales: What Women Know, a juried exhibition 
addressing forgotten or dismissed women’s wisdom, at 
the Plymouth State University Silver Center for the Arts. 
DC’s annual Networking Day in May featured one of the 
founding WCA members, storyteller and artist Ellouise 
Schoettler, reflecting on conditions for women at the 
time WCA was born. Louisiana is organizing the third 
annual Femme Fest Exhibition at the New Orleans Jazz and 
Heritage Festival Gallery, March–April 2011, along with 
a Women’s Literary Salon funded by Poets and Writers, 
Inc. and an arts and crafts market. Chicago presented 

2010 Awards for 
Excellence in the 
Arts to five deserving 
women in conjunction 
with the Lifetime 
Achievement Awards. 
St Louis organized 
Contemporary Women 
Artists XV—Art as 
Activism a national 
biennial exhibit 
juried by Yolanda 
Lopez, February–
March 2010, at the 
Foundry Art Centre, 
St. Charles, Missouri. 
Indiana sponsors an annual award at the regional 
Scholastic Competition for a promising young woman 
artist and raised funds with a gourd painting project. 
Their exhibition, Beauty Transcends the Beast, showed 
work by women whose lives have been touched by breast 
cancer. Nebraska organized its annual exhibition at the 
University of Nebraska Student Union for Women’s History 
Month on the theme Any Dream Will Do. Colorado is 
calling for entries to BRAS, BANGLES & BUNIONS: 
All sewn up and nothing to wear, scheduled for February 
in Denver, a collaborative project uniting Colorado 
WCA and the TACtile Textile Arts Center, focusing on 
the price tag of couture fashion, knock offs, child labor 
in the manufacturing of cheap clothing, the concept of 
planned obsolescence in regard to what is hot and what is 
not, exploration of fashionable body manipulation and/
or mutilation, cosmetic surgery, adornment/tattoos/
piercing, historic corseting, and creative fashion statements. 
In November, Northern California began mounting a 
series of month-long collaborative shows called the ArtTag 
Exhibition Series at an alternative space on ARC Gallery’s 
second floor in San Francisco; participants try new media 
and methods, create new works related to feminism and 
the environment, build closer relationships, and recruit new 

CHAPTER NEWS:
Activism Taking Many Forms in Chapters This Year

President’s Award for Art and Activism
Maria Torres is president and chief operations officer 
of The Point Community Development Corporation, a 
non-profit organization dedicated to youth development 
and the cultural and economic revitalization of the 
Hunts Point section of the South Bronx. The Point’s 
mission is to encourage the arts, local enterprise, 
responsible ecology, and self-investment in the 
community traditionally defined solely in terms of its 
poverty, crime rate, poor schools, and  substandard 
housing. Arts programming and cultural development 
have been focal points of Torres’s efforts. 

Judy Shintani, Tanya Augsberg, Priscilla Otani, Anne Schulenberger, Salma Arastu, 
and curator Judy Johnson-Williams at Northern California’s ArtTag opening.

Louisiana Chapter members Georgia Ross and Cely 
Pedescleaux installing the 2010 Femme Fest Exhibition.
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members. In August, Peninsula and South Bay Area 
hosted the CONTROL show, an exhibition of 79 California 
women artists juried by the Guerrilla Girls West on the 
theme of Control at the SOMArts Cultural Center in San 
Francisco. Southern California WCA coordinates The 
Feminist Art Project events in the region. The chapter was 
awarded an LA County Arts Commission grant to make it a 
hub for women artists. In December 2010, Helen Redman, 
“Founding Mother” and first president of the San Diego 
Chapter received WCA San Diego’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award for her nearly five decades of dedication and 
continued contributions to women and their empowerment.

Reaching Out to Our Communities
Chicago’s annual Member’s Exhibition, Chicago Art—
Urban Pulse, included work by 38 members and was held 
in conjunction with Chicago Artists’ Month. Peninsula 
organized the exhibition Transitions in Redwood City’s 
Caldwell Gallery in the County Government Building on 
the theme of Hope. Peninsula and South Bay led art 
workshops in juvenile detention homes with incarcerated 
young women exploring the theme of control. NCWCA and 
SCWCA’s panel Multiplicities in Dialogue: From Political 
Caucus to Engaged Community was accepted for the 2012 
College Art Association meeting in Los Angeles. St. Louis 
co-sponsored the exhibit We All Relate: Celebrating Local 
and Global Connections, with the Northern Arts Council, 
Florissant Valley College, and Plowsharing Crafts, to benefit 
the Red Cross Haitian Relief Fund.

Protecting the Earth through Enhancing Ecological 
Awareness
Minnesota co-sponsored Women & Water Rights: Rivers 
of Regeneration, curated by Lucy Lippard with symposium 
and speakers at the University of Minnesota, February– 
March 2010. Monterey Bay collaborated with nine other 
cultural and environmental groups on the exhibition The 
Creeks of Salinas: The Bagilan Watershed Experience at 
the National Steinbeck Center in Salinas, CA, February–
April 2010, closing on Earth Day. The Pacific Regional 
chapters produced an eye-opening Eco-Arts Conference 
in Berkeley as well as co-producing the Regional Art and 
Activism Awards and the Blue Planet exhibition juried by 
Kim Abeles. For its first online juried show, San Diego 
chose the theme Going Green–Summer 2010 to educate 
about environmental crises and to present art that informs 
and interprets natural processes, reinvents or reclaims 
natural found articles, and celebrates our emotional and 
physical connection to the earth. 

Valuing Diversity 
Boston is planning an exhibition for members 35 and 
under to attract and support younger artists. In September 
and October 2010, Pioneer Valley organized a triple-
themed exhibition, Echoes & Evidence, in Amherst, MA, 
promoting breast cancer awareness, domestic violence 
awareness, and Hispanic Heritage Month

Reaching for International Connections
Oregon hosted the international exhibition and 
conference “Her Presence in Colours IX: International 
Women’s Art Council” at Portland State University during 
the first week of August 2010. It follows several successful 
collaborative exhibitions with women artists in Daegu, 
Korea. Tuesday was devoted to the INWAC forum, 
“Female Awareness and  Self-Reflection Cross Cultural 
Perspective,” featuring 17 speakers presenting social and 
political issues in their visual arts communities; others 
told their personal stories. There was also an exchange of 
artists’ cards, brochures, and packets at the well-attended 
reception. The next INWAC is scheduled for Ho Chi 
Minh City, July 2012. Boston president Ruth Feldman is 
willing to share information about art workshops in Italy 
close to Venice, held in a 14th century palazzo, that she 
found to be a wonderful experience.

WCA Summer Board Meeting 
and Conference

Plans are underway for the Midwest Regional 
conference and Summer Board meeting to be held 
in St. Louis, MO. The conference will take place 
Thursday, July 21 through Sunday July 24.

The theme for the conference is  “Art & Social 
Justice.” St. Louis Chapter President Roxanne Phillips 
will be coordinating with the Midwest Region chapter 
presidents to plan the mini conference. Tentative 
plans include a national juried exhibition at the 
Annex Gallery in Boileau Hall at St. Louis University, 
a St. Louis member’s exhibition, Young WC traveling 
journal exhibit, a day of panels focusing on art and 
social justice, a bus tour, and a garden party at the 
home of WCA national President Janice Nesser.

Members of the Oregon chapter and guests at the international exhibition and conference 
“Her Presence in Colours IX: International Women’s Art Council” at Portland State University.
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Young Women’s Caucus (YWC)
This vibrant caucus is expanding its network throughout 
the United States. Lead by co-officers Melissa Hronkin 
and Jaimianne Amicucci, YWC has 22 members (and 
growing) in Arizona, California, Illinois, Florida, Maryland, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania. Members stay connected via Skype, Facebook, 
and blog (http://youngwc.blogspot.com). 

YWC will have a dynamic presence at WCA’s LIVE SPACE 
in February. Bonnie MacAllister is presenting What Young 
Women Want, a multi-platform activism event at the 
Raandesk Gallery in Chelsea. With the participation of the 
Philadelphia chapter and Green Light Arts (an all-women’s 
art collective), this event will be a mix of costuming, 
scripted drama, and performance art. Stephanie Trevino will 
create a “live spaces art station” where gallery visitors have 
an opportunity to become part of the installation. 

In October, WCA Board member Brenda Oelbaum accepted 
an invitation from YWC at Finlandia University to lecture 
about her feminist art. Brenda was greeted at the airport by 
YWC members dressed as gorillas holding a sign, “YWC 
members seeking WCA member for dinner date!” She 
lectured about her performance installation project, Venus 
of Willendorf, which she submitted to Michigan’s ArtPrize. 
After the lecture, Brenda answered questions and shared her 
experiences and thoughts. Her visit gave YWC members a 
warm, personal connection to WCA. 

YWC members are finding creative ways to raise funds for 
their programs and travel. Finlandia University members 
are holding a New York trip fundraiser with offerings of 
food, music, and a silent art auction. YWC is sponsoring 
The Bedroom, a calendar call-for-submission, which will 
feature 13 winning images for their 2011 calendar. The 
Bedroom will be available for purchase at LIVE SPACE. 

The Apron Show, which has been traveling all year, 
has reached its final destination in St. Louis. A new 
collaborative show, Traveling Journal Project, will be 
exhibited at Finlandia University in January 2011, then 
travel to other venues. For more information, visit 
http://www.travellingjournalproject.blogspot.com. 
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News from the Caucuses By Priscilla Otani

Jewish Women Artists’ Network Caucus (JWAN)
Sanctuaries in Time, this year’s annual JWAN juried 
exhibit is hosted by the Columbia/Barnard Kraft Center 
for Jewish Life at Columbia University. All artists are 
invited annually to submit work for consideration. This 
year about 300 works were submitted, representing artists 
from more than 25 states throughout the U.S. 

The theme for Sanctuaries in Time was purposefully 
developed to enable a variety of interpretations: 

“As each person is unique, so too is each hour and each 
moment unique. How do we resolve the tension of 
the inevitable passage of time and the desire to cherish 
special moments? Time envelops holiness; time interacts 
with space and nature; time is a constant in the world 
around us; time is attached to sacred events. The Book 
of Exodus, chapters 25–40, offers detailed instructions 
for constructing a sanctuary, illustrating the timeless 
struggle to set aside time and space for creating and 
building a life of values and spirituality. How do we 
move ‘beyond the confines of measured time’ (Abraham 
Joshua Heschel) to build our own sanctuaries in time? 
The challenge to the artist is to consider the balance of 
the mystery and continuum of time and her place in the 
present.”

Juror Dr. Maya Balakirsky Katz is associate professor of 
art history at Touro College and on the faculty of Touro’s 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies. Dr. Katz has written 
articles and essays, and presents at academic conferences. 
Her most recent book, The Visual Culture of Chabad has 
recently been released by Cambridge University Press. 

A full-color catalog accompanies the exhibit, giving 
verbal and visual voice to each participating artist. Fay 
Grajower (Boston) and Simone Soltan (Chapel Hill) 
co-chair and organized the exhibit. 

JWAN’s membership includes a diverse group of 
professional women artists, and is the only non-profit 
organization of Jewish women artists in the United States.

WCA Board member Brenda Oelbaum is greeted by Young Women’s Caucus 
members from Finlandia University in Hancock, MI.

From the Young WC sketch book project: Lydia Brockman, St. Louis, MO - Day Two: “I used watercolors to 
create the color blocking. Then I outlined the shapes and filled in with a black cotton embroidery thread.”
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New Media Caucus
The New Media Caucus is working on the 7th Annual 
International Video Shorts Festival, to be screened at the 
Midtown Hilton on February 11 from 12:30 to 2 pm. 
The juror is Verena Mund, film studies coordinator at the 
University of Minnesota. She is a film author and curator, 
and has taught at several universities and art schools. She 
has worked for the film/video department at Walker Art 
Center and was co-director of Feminale International 
Women’s Film Festival, Cologne, Germany. In 2009, 
she was on the selection committee of the International 
Short Film Festival, Oberhausen, Germany. In 2000, 
she co-edited Girls, Gangs, Guns. Zwischen Exploitation-
Kino und Underground and in 2007 Working Girls. Zur 
Ökonomie von Liebe und Arbeit. Forthcoming is an article 
on Austrian director, actress, and writer Kathrin Resetarits.

Video Festival coordinator Leslie Hume will be stepping 
down after the event. She encourages the next coordinator 
to expand the committee and perhaps flesh out New 
Media’s mission. 

Eco-Art Caucus
Helen Poole Newman, chair of the Eco-Art Caucus, is 
planning a gathering at the New York Conference to 
discuss ways to make WCA’s conferences and gatherings 
more eco-friendly. If you are interested in participating in 
this gathering, please email Helen at helennewman@mac.
com. 

International Committee
The International Committee focused on data collection 
this year. Their goal is to populate the Activism segment 
of the WCA website with art activism activities and 
publications by WCA members, chapters, regions, and 
national WCA so that this information can be shared for 
ideas among chapters, compiled for grant writing, and for 
the five-year accreditation report to the United Nations. 

Debra Claffey (New Hampshire) established a simple 
Filemaker database that can hold text information 
gathered from members, chapters, and regions. She has 
entered some of the 2009 information gathered from 
chapters to complete the UN Accreditation Form. 

There are two ways the chapters can help:

1. Send newsletters (both print and email) to Debra 
Claffey (debclaffey@artist-services.com) or Marsha 
Heck (heckmarsha@yahoo.com) and let the 
International Committee select topics from the 
articles; or,

2. Send a summary and documentation of the event to 
Marsha or Debra directly for inclusion.

Reflections on Membership in WCA
by Barbara Wolanin

I am one of many members who originally joined WCA in the 1970s 
at a time when there was not one single woman artist included 
in any art history text book, and few women were given solo 
shows or included in group shows by galleries and museums. 
In the late 1960s, I was refused admission into an Ivy League 
doctoral program in art history because I had gotten married—
something younger women today can’t believe could have 
happened. Although things are better for women in the arts today, 
they are still not equal and we continue our mission to highlight 
the accomplishments of women and to foster networking and 
community. 

Meeting amazing women from all over the country at national 
conferences and board meetings along with getting to know 
women I never would have met otherwise in my chapter has been 
what has kept me active in WCA. In my experience, everyone who 
has attended a national meeting and seen a Lifetime Achievement 
Awards ceremony has been inspired and energized and very glad 
she came. So many women have learned and grown through their 
leadership and formed valuable new friendships in their chapters 
or on the national level.

Now is the time for chapters to remind their members to renew for 
2011and to reach out to recruit new members. 

Many chapters have innovative ways of making people aware of 
WCA. New Hampshire continues with the Artist Trading Cards 
project and archives five cards from each of the 30 trades they’ve 
had since 2004. Connecticut member Elizabeth White was so 
inspired by the theme of “community” at the national meeting in 
San Francisco that she decided to start a monthly salon-like event, 
calling it “Open on Mondays,” since most museums/galleries are 
closed on Monday. Central Mass recently installed its 5th Annual 
Fall Show, Motion, at the Fitchburg (MA) Access Television Studios. 
The opening reception featured a live broadcast of interviews with 
the exhibiting artists. Georgia’s book club/discussion group meets 
bimonthly. Michigan is one of the latest chapters to successfully 
apply for 501 (c)(3) status to enhance its fundraising potential. 
To reach out more spontaneously and directly with the Bay Area 
arts community, NCWCA has revamped its website and blog, and 
established a general email box for members and the community 
at large. San Diego is launching an online art gallery and 
exhibition space dedicated to helping contemporary artists display 
and promote their art, making it easier for the public to find them 
and learn how to contact them directly. 

I encourage you to find new and innovative ways to engage your 
membership.

I heard recently from Alysanne McGaffey of the Peninsula chapter 
in California. “Peninsula has been busy with multiple exhibitions 
within the Bay area all year and we now hope to get back to more 
critiques as we continue to grow memberships. Good for national, 
good for our chapter = new younger blood, command of newer 
technology, etc. New energy! We applaud and are impressed with 
what we see happening at WCA NATIONAL.”  JOIN US!
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE:

The 2011 membership drive 
has begun. Renew today! 
Encourage other artists, 
art supporters, gallery 

owners, college/university 
art departments and 

colleagues to join! Please 
use the 2011 application 

form—online now at  
www.nationalwca.org.


