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Join us in the 
“Center” of 
the country 

for five days of 
art, networking, 
sharing, exploring, 
and growing. It has 
been over 10 years 
since WCA and CAA 
have descended 
on the windy city. 
During those years, 
Chicago has grown into a thriving art center—from the 
Loop art districts to the Chicago Cultural Center (home 
to this year’s WCA Lifetime Achievement Awards) and 
Millennium Park. 

“One of the unique characteristics of Chicago is there’s 
always been a very pronounced effort to not be derivative, 
to not follow the status quo,” said Pennsylvania Academy 
of Fine Arts curator Bob Cozzolino.

Like Chicago, the WCA CONFAB in Chicago 
will be just that, an “out of the box,” energizing 
experience. From the thought provoking panels to the 
Welcome Reception featuring the premiere viewing 
of cutting edge selections from our national Video 
Arts competition, to the Centering workshop, and the 
bus tours that will focus on some of Chicago’s most 
important emerging art scenes, including Woman Made 

Gallery, the National Museum of Mexican Art, and 
Hyde Park Center, WCA’s CONFAB will wow you with 
an array of great art experiences.

This year, the Lifetime Achievement Awards events 
move out of the usual hotel ballroom to the beautiful 
landmark Chicago Cultural Center. The Cultural Center 
is considered to be “one of the most comprehensive art 
showcases in the United States.” Stop in early to visit 
one of their eight gallery exhibitions. Plan to attend the 
Lifetime Achievement Awards, as well as, the Chicago 
chapter’s Awards of Excellence in the Arts.

REGISTER FOR THE CONFAB NOW  
(using the registration form on page 7/8.)

Support WCA’s Lifetime Achievement Awards—Donate, 
Buy Raffle Tickets or Treat a Friend to Dinner! Learn 
more at www.nationalwca.org/awards

Don’t miss this opportunity to experience the thriving 
Chicago Art Scene and to find your “Center” with WCA! 

This year, WCA CONFAB’s home base will be the 
fabulous boutique hotel: The Hotel Allegro (see page 6 for 
special WCA rates). Stop in and pick up your CONFAB 
registration packets or post a notice at WCA’s table. 
Gather, meet your group, enjoy a drink in the marvelous 
main floor space and the wonderful restaurant and lounge 
on the ground floor!

National Board of Directors

by Janice Nesser

Executive Committee
Marilyn Hayes, President 
Janice Nesser, President Elect 
Fay Grajower, Second VP 
Margaret Lutze, Secretary-Treasurer 
Barbara Wolanin, VP Chapter Relations

Officers
Jennifer Colby, Past President 
Position Open, VP for Development 
Position Open, VP for Organizational Outreach

Regional VPs
Diana Talbot, Northeast Region 
Judith Segall, Southeast Region 
Brenda Oelbaum, Midwest Region 
Helen Poole Newman, Pacific Region 
Rebecca Kramer, Northwest Region 
Position Open, Southwest Region

Standing Committee Chairs
Anne Swartz, Honor Awards Chair 
Yuriko Takata, Nominations Chair 
Janice Nesser, Conference Co-Chair 2010 
Marilyn Hayes, Conference Co-Chair 2010 
Janice Nesser, Conference Co-Chair 2011 
Linda Gilbert-Schneider, Conference Co-Chair 2011

Chapters’ Council Directors Board Appointed Directors
Priscilla Otani, International Chair 
Holly Dodge, Advisor 
Temma Balducci, CAA Liaison

Caucus Chairs
Rona Lesser, JWAN Chair 
Yueh-Mei Cheng,YWC Chair 
Liz Dodson, New Media Chair 
Position Open, ECO Caucus Chair

Staff
Karin Luner, National Administrator/Web Site Designer 
Marcia Santore, Artlines Editor 
Kathy Strauss, Artlines Design
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Marie Elcin 
Linda Gilbert-Schneider 
Jillian Hernandez 
Marie Elcin 
Position Open 
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2008 
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Laurie Carlock 
Marsha Heck 
Dale Osterle
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Leslee Broersma 
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Avinger Nelson 
Priscilla Otani 
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President’s Message

by Marilyn Hayes

WCA will soon have a new 
National President. I have 
greatly appreciated the 

opportunity to serve you and to 
lead WCA. Your work and initiative 
have guaranteed WCA’s success. We 
have worked together to generate 
a vision for WCA’s future. We 
have demonstrated that we are a 
powerful community of women in the arts who, building 
on the legacy of our founders, meet the challenges and 
take action to address them. We look forward to moving 
forward under the dynamic leadership of Janice Nesser, 
our President-Elect, who worked untiringly with the 
mission statement committee to set our course for the 
future and generated the 2010 CONFAB in Chicago. Also, 
congratulations to Priscilla Otani who will take office as 
President-Elect in February 2010.

Looking back over my term in office, I am grateful for 
the inspiration, partnership, and support I have received. 
Thanks to the National Board for their commitment and 
work. My gratitude goes to everyone who worked so hard 

on the CONFABs and Lifetime Achievement Awards, and 
to those of you who supported them in other ways. Thanks 
to all of you who contributed your time and effort to other 
WCA projects and initiatives. Our chapters accomplish 
WCA’s mission in their communities. And thanks to all of 
you who worked on and supported chapter events—your 
contributions are much appreciated.

Finally, I look forward for seeing you all at the “over 
the top” CONFAB we have planned in Chicago. Please 
remember to support the Lifetime Achievement Awards 
with your donations. 

by Janice Nesser-Chu

It is hard to believe that my time 
as President–elect is over, and 
that at the end of February, I will 

be taking over as the President of the 
Women’s Caucus for Art. 

For the last two years, it has been 
my pleasure to work with the WCA 
Board and, of course, with our 
current President Marilyn Hayes. Her 
enthusiasm and commitment for WCA is unmatched and 
has served as a point of inspiration for me. We all owe her a 
debt of gratitude and thanks for her service.

Under the leadership of Marilyn Hayes, the last two years 
have been a time of renewal and growth for the Women’s 
Caucus for Art. Lines of communication have been 
strengthened with the local chapters; committees have 
not only been formed but have been actively engaged in 
building and redefining paradigms.

I had the privilege of serving as the coordinator for the 
mission statement committee and working with an energetic, 
committed group of women. It was a daunting task but 
we moved forward in the knowledge that we were at a 
pivotal moment for WCA. The mission statement is not our 
“jumping off point,” but our “jumping on point.” It is not 
just words on paper but a call to action for every member 
of this organization. It is not just a statement of how we see 
ourselves now but how we will impact the future. To use the 
words of Margaret Mead, “Never doubt that a strong group 
of committed citizens can change the world, indeed it is the 
only thing that can.” I strongly believe that to be true.

I look forward to the next two years as President of the 
Women’s Caucus for Art. I am humbled to walk in the 
footsteps of so many strong, dynamic women. I am excited 
by the possibilities. Imagine what we could do if members 
not only paid their dues but committed to just giving one 
hour a month of their time to take the mission statement 
and put it into action. I invite you to join us. I challenge 
you to be an active participant.

President’s—Elect Message

Check 
out our Raffle 

prize on page 6.
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Congratulations Priscilla Otani, WCA’s 
New President-Elect

Art, Activism, and the Power of Collective 
Voice: 2009 Mexico City UN Conference 

by Yuriko Takata, Nominations Chair

All the votes have been tabulated, and we are 
pleased to announce the results. Priscilla Otani 
has been elected as WCA’s new President-Elect. 

She is member of the Northern California chapter, lives 
in San Francisco, and has served on WCA’s National 
Board of Directors for several years. Her background 
includes working for GAP, Inc. monitoring humanitarian 
compliance workplace issues. We look forward to WCA 
benefiting from Priscilla’s significant leadership skills, her 
passion for social justice, and her commitment as WCA 
moves into the future.

WCA’s bylaws provide a structure for ensuring support 
and continuity in leadership. The President-Elect serves 
for two years before becoming the National President. At 
the conclusion of her term, the President serves on the 
National Board as the Immediate Past President. Priscilla 

will begin 
her term as 
President-
Elect at 
the end 
of WCA’s 
National 
Board 
meeting in 
Chicago 
when our 
current 
President-
Elect, Janice Nesser, takes the mantle from Marilyn Hayes 
and begins to serve as WCA’s National President. Priscilla 
will assume the National President position in February 
2012.

by Priscilla Otani

We had much to celebrate during the 62nd United 
Nations DPI/NGO conference in Mexico City, 
“For Peace and Development: Disarm Now!” 

WCA had a significant delegate presence that included 
Priscilla Otani (International Committee Chair and CAN), 
Helen Poole Newman (CAN), Fay Grajower (MAB) and 
Laurie Carlock (CSD). This was the first time since 1980 
that WCA presented a workshop at the conference, in 
partnership with four other NGOs. WCA also held an 
art activism exhibition consisting of nearly 400 postcards 
created by artists, educators, concerned citizens, and 
children around the world. 

The conference focused on nuclear disarmament, the 
impact of armed violence on vulnerable generations, and 
global development to counteract violence. Two of the 
most effective speakers were Jody Williams, founder of 
the International Campaign to Ban Land Mines and Rosa 
Anaya, a Salvadorean activist whose entire family has been 
touched by violence. The conference culminated in an 
NGO declaration of disarmament and development, which 
was subsequently delivered to the UN Security Council.

Perhaps the most satisfying aspect of this conference for 
WCA delegates was the successful integration of art and 
activism in both exhibition and workshop. The postcards 
were shown at the Sociedad Mexicana de Geografìa y 

Estadìstica gallery. At the reception, guests were impressed 
by the simplicity and immediacy of the medium and 
the powerful 
collective voice 
these cards 
represented. 

Postcards were 
also the topic of 
our interactive 
workshop, 
Using Advocacy, 
Activism and Art 
to Speak Out 
Against Nuclear 
Weapons. The 
audience was asked to create their own postcards while the 
workshop panelists gave their presentations. This approach 
got people energized. Many eagerly stood up and spoke 
about the cards they created, testaments to their personal 
convictions about nuclear weapons and peace. The 50 cards 
made during this workshop have been preserved and are on 
display at http://wcaartwavesinternational.blogspot.com/. 

Our participation in this conference was an exciting step 
toward WCA’s greater involvement in the UN activist 
community.

Priscilla Otani, WCA’s new President-Elect, speaking as a panelist at the 
62nd United Nations DPI/NGO conference in Mexico City.

WCA delegates to the 62nd United Nations DPI/NGO conference in 
Mexico City: (from left) Helen Poole Newman, Fay Grajower,  

Laurie Carlock, and Priscilla Otani.
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Wednesday, February 10—Hotel Allegro

Dinner and Activities sponsored by WCA committees—optional (Time/place TBA)

Thursday, February 11— Hyatt Regency Hotel, 151 East Wacker Drive

9–4 pm 9 a.m.–4 p.m. CAA panels or possible gallery walk (public transit)

5:30–7:00pm WCA 1-1/2 hour affiliate panel Investigating the Need for Women’s Art Galleries, Exhibitions and 
Organizations: From Our Center. Regency B, Gold Level,

West Tower, Hyatt Regency (free and open to the public). See panel details at collegeart.org

8-10:30 pm WCA-sponsored CAA panel The Power of the Image: Studio Artist and Civil Society.  
Grand CD South, Gold Level, East Tower, Hyatt Regency (must be CAA conference attendee). 
See panel details at collegeart.org.

Friday, February 12

12:30–2 pm WCA Welcome Reception and Screening of International Video Shorts competition winners. 
Hyatt Regency (free and open to the public)

2–5:30 pm Free time. Visit Chicago art venues. See your registration package. Enjoy dinner on your own or 
meet up with friends.

5:30 pm Board bus at Hotel Allegro (bus departs promptly at 5:45 p.m.)

6–9 pm Bus tour: Receptions/Openings National WCA exhibition “From the Center–Now,” Woman 
Made Gallery, and Chicago WCA Chapter exhibition, ARC Gallery. 

Saturday, February 13—Hyatt Regency Hotel

7:30–9 am Chapters’ Council meeting, Grand CD North, Gold Level, East Tower, Hyatt Regency

9 am–5 pm Feminist Art Project Special Sessions (free and open to the public). See session details at 
collegeart.org. Coordinator: Maria Elena Buszek

9–10:30 am When No Means More Than No Chairs: Jillian Saint Jacques, Leena-Maija Rossi,  
Adair Rounthwaite, and Dore Bowen 

10:45 am–Noon Feminist Artists and Feminist Curators: A Conversation about Collaboration  
Chairs: Catharina Manchanda, Dana Birnbaum, Naomi Fisher, Margarita Cabrera, Elissa Auther, 
Bettina Steinbrugge

12:30–1:45 pm Wandering Uteri, De/ReConstructed Vulvas, and Architectures of Hospitality 
Chairs: Faith Wilding, Terri Kapsalis, Irina Aristarkhova 

2–3:30 pm Feminist Painting Chairs: Julia Bryan-Wilson, Johanna Burton, Harmony Hammond,  
Carrie Moyer, Amy Sillman, and Paula Wilson

3:45–5 pm Push and/or Pull: Trans and Gender-Variant Artists Discuss the Role of Feminism in Their 
Work Chair: Lacey Jane Roberts, panelists three artists (TBA)

2010 WCA CONFAB From the Center Schedule
(as of November 14, 2009)

Center Schedule

See page 6  
for hotel information!
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The following events will be held at the Chicago Cultural Center, 77 East Randolph Street, Chicago, Illinois 60601. (Walking 
distance or five-minute cab ride from the Hotel Allegro).

4–6 pm Chicago WCA Chapter’s 2010 Awards for Excellence in the Arts and Reception. Awardees are 
Janina Ciezadlo, Pearl Hirshfield, Joyce Owens, Judith Roth, and June Spiezer. 
See details at www.chicagowca.org. 

6:30–7:30 pm WCA’S 2010 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS DINNER 

2010 Lifetime Achievement Awardees: Tritobia Hayes Benjamin, Mary Jane Jacob, Senga 
Nengudi, Joyce J. Scott, and Spiderwomen Theater.  
President’s Awardees: Juana Guzman and Karen Reimer  
For more information go to www.nationawca.org/awards.  

7:40–9:30 pm WCA’s National Lifetime Achievement Awards Ceremony.

Sunday February 14

WCA “From the Center” Activities and Bus Tour

7:45 am Bus boards at Hotel Allegro (bus departs promptly at 8:00am)

8:30 am Arrive at the International Museum of Surgical Science,  
1524 N. Lake Shore Dr., Chicago IL, 60610 

8:30 am Yueh-Mei Cheng: Centering Qigong Meditation

8:45–9:45 am Breakfast, Chapter’s Council Meeting

9:45–10:30 am Tour exhibition by Carol Bjerke, Hidden Agendas

10:30–11 am en route

11 am–Noon National Museum of Mexican Art

Noon–12:45 pm en route

12:45 pm Arrive Beverly Center

12:45–1:15 pm Box lunch

1:15–2 pm Young WCA panel

2–3 pm JWAN exhibition Drawing the Line and dessert reception

3–3:30 pm en route

3:30–4:30 pm Tour Exhibitions at Hyde Park Center

4:30–5 pm. en route back to hotels

Monday February 15

7:30–8:30 am 2011 CONFAB New York committee meeting, Hotel Allegro Lobby

9 am–3 pm WCA National Board Meeting (TBA)

2010 WCA CONFAB From the Center Schedule
(as of November 14, 2009)
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Lifetime Achievement Awards 2010 
Benefit Raffle

WCA’s raffle to benefit the Lifetime Achievement 
Awards features an incredible 19" x 19" 
lithograph, “The Life Cycle of the Moth,” by 

Chicago artist Eleanor Spiess-Ferris. Our thanks to Dale 
Osterle of the WCA Chicago chapter for facilitating this 
gift.

Eleanor Spiess-Ferris says, “My work reflects a deep 
involvement with my native New Mexico—not as much 
visually as spiritually. My childhood was a melting pot 
of surreal attitudes surrounded by such diversities as the 
Spanish Penitentes, early Catholic retablos, and American 
Indian artifacts. All were woven among family tales 
and myths. My ancestors were among the first Spanish 
settlers of Northern New Mexico. As I grew up, I felt 
the tragedy and the 
glory of the people 
and the landscape. 
Incubating within me, 
these attitudes and 
remembrances continue 
to inform my work. I 
enjoy juxtaposing the 
frightening with the 
beautiful, the comic 
with the tragic, the real 
with the unreal. My 
adult self, my schooled 
self, my Chicago Self 
has embraced such 
Western artists as 
Hieronymus Bosch, James Ensor, Paul Delvaux and, but 
certainly not least, the Mexican masters as well.”

Learn more about Eleanor Spiess-Ferris and her work at 
www.eleanorspiess-ferris.com.

Tickets for the 2010 LAA Benefit Raffle are $15 for one 
ticket, or three for $30. The drawing will be held at the 
WCA Awards Ceremony during the Chicago CONFAB 
(you don’t need to be present to win, but how great 
would it be if you were?). To purchase tickets, go to www.
nationalwca.org/applicants/raffle.php and fill in the online 
form.

“The Life Cycle of the Moth” by Eleanor Spiess-Ferris, 
2002. 19” x 19” lithograph printed by Anchor Graphics 

(Chicago). Value $1,000.

BOOK NOW!
CAA and TFAP conference events will be held at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. For WCA members who are also 
CAA members, the Allegro is within walking distance 
of the Hyatt Regency. 

Hotel Allegro
www.allegrochicago.com
171 West Randolph Street, Chicago, IL 60601

Reservations (800) 643-1500

Hotel (312) 236-0123

Room rates:
$125 king or 2 double beds (please indicate 
preference)
$225 suite
Please mention code “Women’s Caucus”

Room space is limited. WCA rates are available on a 
first come first served basis, so make your reservations 
today! 

Rate is only guaranteed through January 4, 2010.

If you call the hotel and they no longer have rooms 
available at the WCA rate, please email  
Janice_nesser@nationalwca.org.

WCA members who are also CAA members can choose 
to make reservations at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, 
151 East Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL 60601,  
(800) 233-1234; mention “College Art Association 
Annual Conference.”

Rates: Double (before December 12) $149 (after 
December 12) $159.

WCA CONFAB Home: The Hotel Allegro
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REGISTRATION FORM

Fill out and mail to:  
From the Center CONFAB, WCA, PO Box 1498 Canal Street Station, New York, NY 10013-1498

CONFAB tickets are also on sale online at www.nationalwca.org/conferences

IMPORTANT NOTE! All WCA members, including Chicago-area members, planning to attend any CONFAB 
events, MUST register so we can plan accordingly.

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email address:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Hotel/Other Accommodation Location and dates of stay (arrival and departure):

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Cell number: (We’re making a list to share so we can be in touch with each other.)_ ________________________________

Take part in all of the WCA activities! Meet new people, network, get information, hang out, have fun. 

Individual Event Prices:

	���� $15 registration fee for all WCA members before Jan. 1 ($20 after Jan. 1)

	���� $17 Bus Tour, Friday, Feb. 12 to Chicago WCA Chapter exhibition at ARC Gallery and then to the opening 
reception for the WCA national exhibition From the Center–Now at Woman Made Gallery.

	���� $45 Bus Tour, Sunday, Feb. 14, 8:30 am–4:30 pm, to WCA’s Town Hall Meeting, Centering Workshop, and Young 
Women’s Caucus panel at the Surgical Science Museum. Exhibition stops at Carol Bjerke’s Hidden Agendas at 
the Surgical Science Museum, the National Museum of  Mexican Art, the Beverly Center and the opening of the 
JWAN exhibition Drawing the Line and The Hyde Park Art Center. Bus tour has limited seating: first come, first 
served.

2010 From the Center CONFAB

	 Continental breakfast and lunch included: (Lunch choices. Please check one.)

_ ______ 	 Turkey	 ______Vegetarian	 ______ Salad

	���� $20 Chicago WCA Chapter’s 2010 Awards for Excellence in the Arts, Saturday, Feb. 13, 4–6 pm More information 
at www.chicagowca.org.

	���� $90 (before January 1, 2010)	 ______ $100 (January 1, 2010 and later) 

	 WCA’S 2010 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS DINNER includes reserved seating for the Awards 
ceremony. Saturday, Feb. 13, 6:30-9:30 pm.

	���� $10 WCA’s 2010 Lifetime Achievement Awards Ceremony ONLY, Saturday, Feb. 13, 7:40-9:30 pm.

$	������������  Total enclosed
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WCA FREE Events that you plan to attend—Check all that apply

	���� Thursday, Feb. 11, 5:30–7 pm WCA 1-1/2 hour affiliate panel Investigating the Need for Women’s Art Galleries, 
Exhibitions and Organizations: From Our Center. Regency B, Gold Level, West Tower, Hyatt Regency  
(open to the public)

	���� Friday, Feb. 12, 12:30–2 pm WCA Welcome Reception and screening of International Video Shorts competition 
winners. Hyatt Regency, Regency A Room, Gold Level, West Tower (open to the public)

	���� Friday, Feb. 12, 6–9 pm Opening Reception, From the Center–Now, WCA national exhibition juried by Lucy 
Lippard, Woman Made Gallery, and Chicago Chapter exhibition at ARC Gallery

	���� Saturday, Feb. 13, 7:30–9 am Chapters’ Council Meeting and Networking Grand CD North, Gold Level, East 
Tower, Hyatt Regency

	���� Saturday, Feb. 13, 7:40 pm Lifetime Achievement Awards Ceremony 

	���� Sunday, Feb. 14, 8:30 am “From the Center” Town Hall, International Museum of Surgical Science

	���� Sunday, Feb. 14, 2–4 pm Drawing the Line, JWAN exhibition opening, Beverly Center

	���� Monday, Feb. 15. 9 am–3 pm WCA National Board Meeting  
(Attendees pay for breakfast and lunch. RSVP required.)

WCA tickets you plan to buy or have purchased:

	���� WCA Members-Only Early Registration Package Ticket

	���� Bus Ticket for Friday Night Receptions at ARC and Woman Made Galleries

	���� Chicago Chapter Awards for Excellence in the Arts Ticket

	���� Lifetime Achievement Awards Dinner Ticket

 	���� Lifetime Achievement Awards Ceremony Reserved Seat Only Ticket, Saturday, Chicago Cultural Center

	���� Bus Ticket for Sunday From the Center Tour

CAA events that you plan to attend—check all that apply:

	���� Thursday, Feb. 11, 8–10:30 pm WCA sponsored CAA panel The Power of the Image: Studio Artist and Civil Society. 
Grand CD South, Gold Level, East Tower, Hyatt Regency (must be registered CAA conference attendee)

	���� Saturday, Feb. 13, 9 am–5 pm The Feminist Art Project Panels (free)

CAA events and panels:

NOTE: College Art Association events are in the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Items marked CAA Conference Event are open 
only to CAA conference attendees; or to attendees who purchase a one-day conference pass from CAA registration booth.

The CAA Book and Trade Fair can be an important part of your CONFAB experience. The fair offers free samples of art 
supplies as well as information about opportunities for artists, scholars, and teachers.

The value gained from the Fair exceeds the entrance fee if you arrive for the CONFAB on Wednesday, Feb. 10, and can 
visit the Fair more than once. The entrance fee for the CAA Book and Trade Fair is $25 ($15 for CAA members). It’s free 
for CAA conference attendees.

2010 From the Center CONFAB
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by Barbara Wolanin, VP for Chapter Relations

Northeast Region
New Hampshire:  
The WCA/NH chapter elected new officers and board 
members at their Fall annual meeting. WCA/NH 
scholarship recipient Jaimie Mudgett presented slides of her 
work and discussed her ideas. She is attending Plymouth 
State University and is majoring in graphic design. WCA/
NH’s Gnu sculpture, created for Gnus of Gnu London, 
was auctioned for about $6,000, of which the chapter 
will receive 20 percent. The chapter is increasing its 
networking capabilities in a number of ways, including 
a Facebook account, and will be actively traveling to 
galleries and museums in New England to experience a 
wide variety of art. In October, members attended Pamela 
Tanner Boll’s feminist film Who Does She Think She Is? with 
great enthusiasm. WCA/NH celebrated two exhibition 
openings, Small Gems, an exhibition of small works at the 
Derryfield School, and participated in the New Hampshire 
Institute of Art exhibition Art Ex-Libris by displaying the 
collaborative book project “Hues and Views.” WCA/NH 
plans to expand our exhibitions area and increase regional 
collaboration by working with other nearby chapters, such 
as Boston.

Southeast Region
Florida: 
In July, the chapter held a meeting with the membership 
director for Fractured Atlas, a national artists support 
group, which also included people from different segments 
of the arts community, such as theatre and performing 
arts. The Maitland Art Center provided space and offered 
discounted memberships to WCA members. 

Chapter News

Our fourth annual banquet was “As Good as It Gets,” 
and is now coupled with the WCA Florida Chapter 
Lifetime Achievement Awards. Lori Ingle, associate editor 
of the movie of the same name, attended. Forty people 
attended this wonderful afternoon event. Honoree Mary 
Jo Aagerstoun gave the keynote address, “Let’s Meet at the 
Intersection of Arts and Intervention,” about the meeting 
of feminism and environmental issues. 

Also honored was Edna Hibel, 93, who was unfortunately 
unable to attend. She was represented by the director of 
the Hibel Museum, Nancy Walls, and others. Edna was 
taped the evening before, saying how honored she was 
and wishing she could be there with us, “I now have to 
earn the honor you have given me.” Shawn McAllister, 
author of the recent book, Hibel: The Life & Art of Edna 
Hibel, made the presentation. A table was set up for the 
book signing, and the museum donated an original stone 
lithograph by Edna Hibel for our raffle.

During the break, five members donned feathers, hats, 
pearls, and boas to perform a parody written by Judith 
Segall, sung to the tune of the Village People’s YMCA, 
asking the question, “Why WCA?” 

The WCA Florida Chapter Lifetime Achievement Awards 
program was started in 2005, to honor women from more 
isolated areas and bring them some national recognition. 
The chapter encourages other WCA chapters to do the 
same.

Greater Washington, DC: 
WCA/DC had a wonderful Networking Day this spring 
at the new Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation Arts 
Center at Montgomery College in Silver Spring, MD. 
The chapter was fortunate to partner with Montgomery 
College and enjoy their beautiful new lecture hall and 
state of the art A/V equipment for presentations. Susan 
Fisher Sterling, director of the National Museum of 
Women in the Arts, was the keynote speaker. She gave an 
inspiring presentation about women’s art and the museum, 
followed by several informative presentations, including 
WCA Philadelphia Co-President Bonnie MacAllister and 
artist/blogger Mathew Langley, who spoke on artists and 
technology, such as Facebook, YouTube, etc. A new Power 
Point presentation with images from WCA/DC activities 
was also shown. Members and guests enjoyed a networking 
lunch and had an opportunity to share images of their art.

In September and October, the juried WCA Southeast 
Regional Exhibition was held at the spacious Edison Place 
Gallery in the PEPCO Building in Washington, DC. Artists 
from Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC, contributed 
work on the theme From a Woman’s Perspective. The Sara Segal presents Mary Jo Aagerstoun, art historian and activist, with 

the WCA Florida Chapter Lifetime Achievement Award.

(continued on page 10)
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juror was Gretchen Schermerhorn, a printmaker and hand 
papermaker, currently the director of the Papermill and 
Artistic Collaborations at Pyramid Atlantic Art Center 
in Silver Spring. There was a fabulous turnout for the 
reception on September 11, 2009. 

Midwest Region
Chicago: 
The Chicago chapter has been busy planning the local 
awards reception for the February Conference to be held 
at the Chicago Cultural Center. They have hired Cynthia 
Quick as program manager to coordinate activities. 
Nominations have been sought from members and others 
to identify people who would be worthy of an Excellence 
in Arts Award, resulting in many excellent nominees. The 
awards committee chose Joyce Owens, Pearl Hirschfield, 
Judith Roth, and Janina Ciezadlo; June Spiezer, a collector 
of Chicago art, will receive a Special Recognition Award.

St. Louis: 
The St. Louis Chapter of the WCA is proud to share that 
a member has generously donated $10,000 to cover the 
costs of the biennial exhibition, Contemporary Women 
Artist XV, Art As Activism. The exhibition will be held in 
March 2010, juried by 2008 WCA Lifetime Achievement 
Award recipient, Yolanda Lopez. The St. Louis Chapter 
is excited about the opportunities this donation provides 
to continue their mission of art and activism. The St. 
Louis Chapter also received an anonymous donation last 
December to support travel for 10 members to the Los 
Angeles Conference. In addition to this strong financial 

support, membership is high and several members 
are serving on the national WCA board or national 
committees. 

St. Louis continues to focus on Art and Activism by 
donating entry fees or sales proceeds to various charitable 
organizations. In September, the St. Louis Chapter joined 
over 20 other non-profit and private art organizations 
for Innovations in Textiles 8 to present exhibitions related 
to fiber art. Made By Hand was held at Crossroads Art 
Studios and Gallery, with all proceeds from sales to benefit 
Habitat for Humanity.

Pacific Region
Northern California:
At the end of October, 10 powerful, skilled, intelligent 
women from the Pacific Region chapters responded to an 
invitation to meet at the home of Helen Poole Newman, 
president of NCWCA, to plan a great mid-year regional 
conference next June: “Elements: A Women’s Eco-Art 
Conference,” and a companion exhibition, Blue Planet: 
Women on Water. They organized committees for the 
conference and set the time schedule for preparations. The 
chapter will be hosting the 2010 National Board Meeting 
at the same time, so it will be a great opportunity to meet 
board members from all over the country.

Colorado

WCA/DC Networking Day with speaker Susan Fisher Sterling.

Barbara Wolanin, Vice President for Chapter Relations, joined Colorado chapter members Annette 
Coleman, Leslie Aguillard, and Barbara Keating for a tour of galleries and dinner in Denver. 

(continued from page 9)
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NEW WCA BookShelf
Publication postings by and about WCA members  

Call for Submissions
WCA’s Publications Committee is seeking your citations for our new WCA Bookshelf page (www.nationalwca.org/
membership/memberpublications.html). 

Phase I will feature books written by or about current WCA members and Lifetime Achievement Awardees (LAA). This 
group includes published books and exhibition catalogs—ISBN required.

Phase II will expand to include articles, exhibition reviews, blogs, podcasts and other forms of online publications. 

Phase III will post recommended readings and chapter book club bibliographies. The publications committee will update 
the site every six months. 

Please send all bibliographic information, with a jpeg of book covers to bookshelf@nationalwca.org

Book citations should include:
Title•	
Author(s) or Editor(s)•	
Date of publication•	
Publisher and city•	
Web site•	
ISBN•	
Hi-res jpeg of book cover •	
Price of book (if currently in print)•	

Catalog citations should include:
Title of Exhibition or Artist•	
Curator/author•	
Date of publication•	
Publisher and city•	
Web site•	
ISBN•	
Hi-res jpeg of catalog cover •	
Price of catalog (if currently in print)•	

Articles citations should include: 
Title•	
Author(s)•	
Date•	
Name of Journal, Volume, No., and pages•	
Publisher and city•	

Blogs or online publications should include 
Blog Title•	
Blogger•	
URL •	

Recommended readings for feminist artists and art 
historians should follow book citation format.

To submit a listing, you must be a current member of 
WCA or a Lifetime Achievement Awardee. The site will 
celebrate both established and emerging writers. If you 
have questions, contact Karen Frostig at karenfrostig@
comcast.net or Barbara Wolanin at bwolanin@comcast.net, 
co-chairs of the Publications Committee. Thank you!

The mission of the Women’s Caucus for Art is to create community 
through art, education, and social activism.

We are committed to:

•	 recognizing the contribution of women in the arts

•	 providing women with leadership opportunities and 
professional development

•	 expanding networking and exhibition opportunities for women

•	 supporting local, national, and global art activism

•	 advocating for equity in the arts for all.

WCA Mission Statement
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REMINDER:

Please renew your 2010 WCA 
dues by April 1, 2010 to receive all the 

benefits of membership. Please use the 
2010 application form that is online 

now at www.nationalwca.org.


